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AGENDA 

 
PRESENT  
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC GALLERY - NIL 
 
PRESENTATIONS - NIL 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY AND STRATEGY 
COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 7TH OCTOBER  2008  
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
NOTICES OF MOTION -  
     Councillor McGinnes - Various Questions With Notice 
     Councillor McGinnes - Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
     Councillor Ticehurst - Request for Financial Assistance 
     Councillor Ticehurst - Questions With Notice 
     Councillor Ticehurst - More Questions With Notice 
     Councillor Ticehurst - Various Questions With Notice  
      
 
NOTICES OF RESCISSION - NIL 
 
MAYORAL MINUTE - NIL 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS 
Community and Corporate Services Report 
 
REPORTS FROM DELEGATES - NIL 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS - NIL 
 
CLOSED REPORTS - NIL 
 
QUESTIONS OF AN URGENT NATURE 
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COMMUNITY AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM:7 COMM - 04/11/08 - REVIEW OF COUNCILS POLICY MANUAL  
 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER COMMUNITY AND CORPORATE – SUZANNE 
LOLLBACK 
 
REFERENCE 
Min 07-501 - Ordinary Meeting of Council - 19 November 2007 
Min O08-165 - Ordinary Meeting of Council – 21 October 2008 
 
SUMMARY 
The Council as per its Standard Working Procedure has determined that all policies will 
be reviewed within 12 months of a Council election. It is proposed that Council’s policies 
will be submitted to the Council for consideration over a staged period of time. This 
report provides a review of policies in the Council’s Policy Manual of: 
 

• Section 1: Acquisition and Disposal of Assets 
• Section 3: Contracting 
• Section 4: Community Liaison. 

 
COMMENTARY 
All policies have been reviewed for their content as well as been reformatted for 
consistency of layout and style. 
 
Where minor changes have occurred such as grammatical corrections and formatting, 
and where the context of the policy has not changed, it is considered that the changes 
are not substantial and thus do not require public exhibition.  
 
Where a policy is required to be changed due to a change in legislation or a direction of 
the Director General of the Department of Local Government, it is considered that the 
changes do not require pubic exhibition. 
 
For those policies that have substantial changes, or where the context of a policy has 
changed, the policy shall be exhibited for 28 days after the date on which the draft policy 
is placed on public exhibition during which submissions may be made to the Council. 
 
The following existing policies are considered to have minor changes, or changes that 
are a result of legislative changes, and thus do not require public exhibition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 



 04 November 2008 
AGENDA – POLICY AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL   

 
 
POLICY NUMBER COMMENTS 
Policy 1.1 Land (Council) – Leases 
– Legal Costs 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 1.3 Asset Disposal Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 1.4 Tendering Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 3.1 Contracts – Disclosure 
on Request of Information 
Contained in Council Contracts 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.1 Community 
Representatives – Appointment of 
to Committees or Working Groups 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.2 Voluntary Work – 
Community Volunteers 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.3 Donations – GST 
treatment for Grants and 
Contributions 

Reformatted. 

Policy 4.6 Request for Donation by 
Waiving of Fees for Council 
Facilities 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.7 Halls – Senior Citizens 
Week 

Reformatted. 

Policy 4.8 Union Theatre/Civic 
Ballroom – Functions by 
Charitable Organisations 

Reformatted. 
3. Replace the amount ‘$1000’ with ‘funding’ to 
allow the Council to set the amount as part of 
the annual budget process. 

Policy 4.9 Lithgow City Council 
Art/Painting Collection 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.10 Loans from Council’s 
Art Collection 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.11 Complaints – 
Disclosure of Identity – Freedom 
of Information Act 1989 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted.  
Note wording removed from Objective as 
repeated in Policy. 

Policy 4.12 Complaints and 
procedures 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 4.13 Customer Service 
Policy 

Small wording correction. No change in context. 
Reformatted. 

Policy 2.14 Lithgow Library 
Learning Centre Child Protection 
Policy 

Reformatted. 

 
 
The following existing policies have a change of a substantial nature and thus will be 
placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. Following public exhibition, comments 
from the public will be reported to the Council, along with a recommendation for adoption 
of the policy. 
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POLICY NUMBER EXISTING POLICY PROPOSED CHANGES 
Policy 1.2 Asset 
Acquisition 

Requires the inclusion of 
two points under 1. 

Include as points 3 and 4 
under 1.  
• Whether the land is 

suitable for its intended 
use in accordance with 
the strategy in the 
Council’s Strategic Plan 
‘ensuring Council land 
is suitable for its 
intended use’. 

• Whether the land is 
suitable for its intended 
use in terms of levels of 
contamination. 

Policy 4.4 Donations – 
Section 356 of the Local 
Government Act 

Amend in response to 
Res: F08-88 Finance and 
Services 1 July 2008 
which reads: 
4. Council report back on 
the Donations – Section 
356 Local Government Act 
Policy so it be reviewed to 
consider donations to 
schools. 

Insert the new point (viii) 
(viii) Council will support 
local projects and activities 
of schools within Council’s 
area where those projects 
demonstrate partnerships 
with and benefit to the 
wider community. 

Policy 4.5 Financial 
Assistance to Community 
Groups and Organisations 
– Interest Free Loans 

Rewording of Objective (ii) 
required to clarify 
meaning. 
 
Currently reads: 
To limit the availability the 
aggregate of interest free 
loans available to 
community groups and 
organisations up to a 
maximum of $200,000. 
 
Additional point to be 
inserted as point 3. 

 Objective (ii) to read: 
 
 ii) To set a  combined limit 
of $200,000 for all interest 
free loans to community 
groups 
 
Additional point to read: 
3. Council has included 
the loan in its 
Management Plan. 

 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
As per the above changes 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Many of the policies respond to the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
Local Government (General) Regulations and various other acts. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Policy 1.1  Land (Council) – Leases – Legal Costs 
Policy 1.2 Asset Acquisition 
Policy 1.3 Asset Disposal 
Policy 1.4 Tendering 
Policy 3.1 Contracts – Disclosure on Request of Information Contained in Council 

Contracts 
Policy 4.1 Community Representatives – Appointment of to Committees or Working 

Groups 
Policy 4.2  Voluntary Work – Community Volunteers 
Policy 4.3 Donations – GST Treatment for Grants and Contributions 
Policy 4.4  Donations – Section 356 of the Local Government Act 
Policy 4.5 Financial Assistance to community Groups and Organisations – Interest 

Free Loans 
Policy 4.6 Request for Donations by Waiving of Fees for Council Facilities 
Policy 4.7 Halls – Senior Citizens Week 
Policy 4.8 Union Theatre/Civic Ballroom – Functions by Charitable Organisations 
Policy 4.9 Lithgow City Council Art/Painting  
Policy 4.10 Loans from Council’s Art Collection 
Policy 4.11  Complaints – Disclosure of Identity – Freedom of Information Act 1989 
Policy 4.12 Complaints and Procedures 
Policy 4.13 Customer Service Policy 
Policy 4.14 Lithgow Library Learning Centre Child Protection Policy 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Council: 
1. Reaffirm the following policies with the identified minor changes: 

Policy 1.1  Land (Council) – Leases – Legal Costs 
Policy 1.3 Asset Disposal 
Policy 1.4 Tendering 
Policy 3.1 Contracts – Disclosure on Request of Information Contained in 

Council Contracts 
Policy 4.1 Community Representatives – Appointment of to Committees or 

Working Groups 
Policy 4.2  Voluntary Work – Community Volunteers 
Policy 4.3 Donations – GST Treatment for Grants and Contributions 
Policy 4.6 Request for Donations by Waiving of Fees for Council Facilities 
Policy 4.7 Halls – Senior Citizens Week 
Policy 4.8 Union Theatre/Civic Ballroom – Functions by Charitable 

Organisations 
Policy 4.9 Lithgow City Council Art/Painting  
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Policy 4.10 Loans from Council’s Art Collection 
Policy 4.11  Complaints – Disclosure of Identity – Freedom of Information Act 

1989 
Policy 4.12 Complaints and Procedures 
Policy 4.13 Customer Service Policy 
Policy 4.14 Lithgow Library Learning Centre Child Protection Policy 

 
2. Place the following polices on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and 

call for public comment through advertisements in the Lithgow Mercury and 
report back to the Council for final adoption: 
Policy 1.2 Asset Acquisition 
Policy 4.4  Donations – Section 356 of the Local Government Act 
Policy 4.5 Financial Assistance to Community Groups and Organisations – 

Interest Free Loans 
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QUESTIONS OF AN URGENT NATURE 
 
 
 

 




