Amended Proposal to Establish Alcohol Free Zones in the
Lithgow, Portland and Wallerawang Central Business
Districts for a Further 4 years.
Introduction
The current Alcohol Free Zone in Lithgow CBD will lapse on 8 March 2013 and the
current Alcohol Free Zones in the Portland and Wallerawang CBD’s will lapse on 8
May 2012.
Council resolved at its meeting on 17 December 2012 to consult on a proposal to reestablish the zones for a further 4 years.
Under Section 644 of the Local Government Act 1993, this proposal to re-establish
an alcohol free zone, will create a prohibition on individuals from consuming alcohol
on the street, footpaths or public carparks within the zone. It does not prohibit people
from carrying unopened alcohol from one location to another eg to home or a
restaurant.

Benefits of Alcohol Free Zones
The aims of the alcohol free zones include:
 Reducing the incidence of alcohol related crime in areas bordering on, adjoining
or adjacent to licensed premises in Lithgow CBD.
 Reducing the amount of related litter in these areas.
 Providing a safe environment for users of local streets, footpaths and public
carparks without hindrance from people irresponsibly drinking alcohol.

Affected Areas
Lithgow
The public areas included in the proposed re-established Lithgow CBD Alcohol Free
Zone are unchanged from those in the existing Alcohol Free Zone and include the
following:













Main Street (from Bridge Street to Laurence Street)
Main Street Lane and Burns Lane between Bridge Street and Bank Lane)
Tank Street (from Bridge Street to Read Avenue)
Bridge Street (from Tank Street to Main Street Lane)
Railway Parade (from Tank Street to Sandford Avenue and including Gray and
Station Streets.)
Eskbank Street (from Mort Street to Railway Parade)
Cook Street Plaza
Bank Lane
Tatts Lane
Collins Laneway
Exchange Walkway
Bank Street between Main Street and Gray Street.

The following areas are recommended for inclusion having been recommended
by a member of the public:
 Mort Street between Bridge and Lithgow Streets
 Bridge Street between Mort Street and Main Street Lane
 Cook Street between Mort Street and Main Street Lane







Eskbank carpark
Burns Lane carpark
Bank Lane between Mort Street and Main Street Lane
Naomi Street
Lithgow Street between Mort Street and Main Street.

Portland
The public areas included in the proposed re-established Portland CBD Alcohol Free
Zone are unchanged from those in the existing Alcohol Free Zone and include the
following:










Williwa Street from Lett Street to Saville Street.
Lett Street from Vale Street to Williwa Street
Scheidel Lane
Cox Street from Villiers Street to Vale Street.
Vale Street from Lett Street to Wolgan Street
Wolgan Street from Villiers Street to Williwa Street.
Villiers Street from Lett Street to Wolgan Street
Wallerawang Road from Cullen Street to Wolgan Street
Cullen Street from Wallerawang Road to Williwa Street

3. Wallerawang
The public areas included in the proposed re-established Wallerawang CBD Alcohol
Free Zone are unchanged from those in the existing Alcohol Free Zone and include
the following:


Main Street between Pipers Flat Road (Black Bridge) and the Royal Hotel
including Daintree Lane, Blackberry Lane and Doggett Lane.

Refer to the attached maps for details.

Time frame
The Alcohol Free Zones will operate for a period of 4 years once Council resolves to
establish them and following a short public notice period.

Enforcement
Police Officers will be responsible for enforcing the alcohol free zone.
Under Section 642 of the Local Government Act 1993, a police officer may seize any
alcohol that is in the immediate possession of a person in an alcohol free zone if:



The person is drinking the alcohol in the alcohol free zone, or
The officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person is about to drink, or
has recently been drinking in the alcohol free zone.

There is no requirement for the police to first issue a warning.

Consultation
Council is required under Section 644A of the Local Government Act 1993 to
undertake a public consultation process prior to re-establishing the zone. This
process involves:



Publishing a notice of the proposal in the Lithgow Mercury inviting
representations on the proposal within 14 days of the date of publication.



Sending a copy of the proposal to the Officer in Charge of Lithgow Police Station
and all liquor license holders and secretaries of registered clubs whose premises
border on, adjoin or are adjacent to the proposed zone. A period of 30 days is
given for representations to be made.

Declaration of the Zone
Under Section 644B of the Local Government Act 1993:
 Once Council receives public comment on this proposal, Council may by
resolution, adopt this proposal (with or without modification) to re- establish the
alcohol free zone for a 4 year period. Council will then inform all interested parties
including the Police, liquor licensees and the general community that the
proposal has been adopted.


A notice will be placed in the Lithgow Mercury declaring that the zone has been
established and the period it has been established for. The proposal will come
into effect 7 days after this notice is published and once all sign posts bordering
the zone are in place.

Submissions on this Proposal
The community was invited by way of a newspaper notice to make written
submissions, objections or representations on this proposal by 9th February 2013.
The Police, liquor licensees and Mingaan Aboriginal Corporation were also advised
and invited to make submissions. A copy of this proposal was available from:




Council’s Administration Centre, 180 Mort Street Lithgow
8.30am to 4.00 pm Monday to Friday.
Lithgow Library Learning Centre, 157 Main Street Lithgow
9am to 6pm Monday to Friday and 9am to midday Saturday.
Lithgow Council website www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au

Lithgow Alcohol Free Zone
Current Zone shown in red
Recommended Additions in Green

Portland Alcohol Free Zone

Wallerawang Alcohol Free Zone

Lithgow NSW 2790

To the General Manager,
Dear Sir,

I am writing to you with a submission regarding the Alcohol Free Zone proposal as accepted at the
previous Lithgow Council meeting, December 17, 2012.
While I agree with the majority of the proposal, I question three (3) things:
1) Why does the zone extend all the way to Laurence Street?
2) Why is Queen Elizabeth Park not included in this zone?
3) Why is Mort Street not included in this proposal?

In the attachment to the agenda for the previously mentioned meeting, the following is written:

Benefits of Alcohol Free Zones
The aims of the alcohol free zones include:




Reducing the incidence of alcohol related crime in areas bordering on, adjoining or adjacent
to licensed premises in Lithgow CBD.
Reducing the amount of related litter in these areas.
Providing a safe environment for users of local streets, footpaths and public carparks
without hindrance from people irresponsibly drinking alcohol.

In regards to the zone extending to Laurence Street, I don’t see what ‘benefit’ that relates to. Maybe
the litter one but I would have thought you would need to implement a “Fast Food Free Zone”
instead if you are worried about litter. If it is the safe environment issue, then why are there no
zones around Club Lithgow or the Workman’s Club (except part of Tank Street)?
Is Queen Elizabeth Park covered by a similar law/regulation? It seems strange that one of the most
well‐known places of underage drinking isn’t covered by this zone. It fits two of the three ‘benefits’
listed above (litter and safety) but is excluded.
Finally, I question why Mort Street isn’t included in this proposal. Surely it isn’t inconceivable that
people may walk from the pubs with an open drink one block and be on Mort Street? While it may
not be ‘bordering on, adjoining or adjacent to licensed premises’, neither is Laurence Street. Mort

Street is only one block from every hotel in the Main Street – I find it strange that it is also excluded.
Surely it is in as much likelihood of having intoxicated people causing issues as there is on Main
Street past Queen Elizabeth Park? Also, if the alcohol free zones are 24 hour, then surely it makes
sense to stop people having open alcoholic drinks near the two primary schools on Mort Street?

Thank you for your time,

