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GENERAL MANAGERS REPORTS 

ITEM-1 GM - 08/02/16 - FIT FOR THE FUTURE - LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REFORM  

 
REPORT BY: R BAILEY – GENERAL MANAGER 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 14-456:          Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 17 November 2014 
Min No 15-145:          Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 29 June 2015 
Min No 15-269:          Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 26 October 2015 
Min No 15-296:          Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 16 November 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

On Friday 18 December 2015 the NSW Government announced plans in relation to 
Local Government Reform in NSW. While this reform includes much more than the 
merger of councils across the State much focus has been placed on the merger issue. 
 
The announcement by the Premier and Minister for Local Government does NOT include 
any merger proposal for Lithgow. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The NSW Government has announced the next phase of local government reform to 
create stronger councils and strengthen local communities. The Government’s plan is for 
three key directions for change: 
 

 Creating new councils 
 Improving council performance 
 Strengthening the system of local government 

 
After over four years of consultation in relation to Local Government Reform the NSW 
Government announced the Minister for Local Government has referred detailed merger 
proposals to the Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government for examination and 
report under the Local Government Act. 
 
With this the Government is proposing a reduction of metropolitan councils from 43 to 25; 
and rural and regional from 109 to 87 making a total of 112 General Purpose councils for 
NSW. This is down from the current number of 152 general purpose councils in NSW 
representing a population of 7.7 million people. For comparison purposes there are 79 
councils in Victoria representing a population of approximately 5.9 million people while in 
Queensland there are 78 general purpose councils and Aboriginal shires representing a 
population of approximately 4.8 million people. In Queensland an amalgamation process 
took place in 2008 and since that time there have been four councils de-amalgamate 
while in Victoria the amalgamation process took place in 1994 with one de-amalgamation 
occurring in 2002. 
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To enact the current proposal for changes the Chief Executive has delegated the 
function of examining and reporting on each merger proposal to other people 
(Delegates). In examining merger proposals Delegates will conduct a public inquiry, call 
for written submissions, and prepare a report with due regard to the factors in the Act. 
The factors in the Act include financial considerations, communities of interest, elected 
representation, employment of staff, service and facilities, and the attitude of residents 
and ratepayers. The report of the Delegates will go to the Minister as well as the 
independent Local Government Boundaries Commission for comment. 
 
The Minister for Local Government has also advised that: 
 

 Lithgow City Council is not the subject of a merger proposal 
 

 The Government’s announcement includes a response to the IPART 
assessment of councils and changes that will impact on all councils 

 
 The Government’s position has been informed by four years of 

consultation involving every council in NSW, independent assessments 
 

 Detailed merger proposals are now being finalised and will be referred to 
the Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government for examination and 
report in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 
1993 

 
 The Chief Executive will delegate this function to other people 

(Delegates). In examining and reporting on merger proposals the 
Delegates will conduct a public inquiry (which is a public meeting at which 
members of the public can express their views on the proposals), call for 
written submissions, and prepare a report against the criteria in the Act 

 
 The report from the Delegate will go to the Minister, and also to the 

Boundaries Commission for comment 
 

 The Boundaries Commission will provide me with their comments that, 
along with the report from the Delegate, will allow the Minister to complete 
the process and make a decision on final boundaries 

 
As part of the announcement it is proposed that there be a merger of Bathurst Regional 
and Oberon councils. This was the only merger that was proposed of any of the Lithgow 
City’s neighbouring councils.  
 
Bathurst – Oberon Proposal 
 
Merger Benefits 
For four years after the merger, the Government’s policy is that rates will be frozen at 
existing paths 
Greater capacity to manage the infrastructure backlog 
 
The NSW Government will provide $15 million to meet merger costs and provide a head 
start on investing in services and infrastructure that savings from the mergers will 
ultimately support. 
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Savings can support investment in critical local infrastructure and services and/or be 
utilised to address rate pressures 
 
A stronger balance sheet to meet local community needs and priorities, including 
average annual savings of $1.5 million generated by the merger from 2020 
 
Background 

 The Panel recommended a merger of the two councils included in this proposal 
 The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal found Oberon Council as ‘Not 

Fit’ to stand alone 
 Bathurst Regional Council submitted a merger preference consistent with this 

proposal during the recent 30 day consultation period 
 
It is further stated that this proposal will provide: 
 

 $31 million in total financial benefit over 20 years 
 $3.2 million in improvement in annual operating result over 10 years 
 Provide $10 million from the Stronger Communities Fund for community 

infrastructure projects 
 Make a population of 47,000 residents (growing to more than 56,000 by 2031) 

 
In relation to this proposal it has been advised that the following is to occur: 
 
The Legislative Process 
The process for considering proposals to amalgamate local government areas or 
alter a local government area boundary is set out in Chapter 9, Part 1, Divisions 
2A and 2B, and Chapter 9, Part 3 of the Act. The Minister for Local Government 
(Minister) has referred proposals to the Chief Executive of the Office of Local 
Government, who has delegated the examination and reporting function under 
section 218F of the Act to a number of persons (Delegates). The Delegates will 
be responsible for examining and reporting on the proposals in accordance with 
the Act. Once they have completed their examination, they must prepare a report 
and provide that report to the Minister and to the independent Boundaries 
Commission. The Boundaries Commission will review the reports of the Delegate 
and provide its comments to the Minister. Once the Minister has received reports 
prepared by the Delegates and the Boundary Commission's comments on those 
reports, the Minister will make a decision on whether or not to recommend the 
implementation of each proposal to the Governor of NSW.  For more details on 
the legislative process please refer to the Act. 
 
The Public Inquiry 
Sections 263(2A) and 218F(2) of the Act requires the Delegate to hold a public 
inquiry (public meeting) into the proposal. Any person may speak at the public 
inquiry, but may not be represented at the public inquiry by an Australian Lawyer 
or by a person qualified for admission as an Australian Lawyer, or any person 
acting for a fee or reward. 
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Submissions 
Written submissions will be one of the most important ways for Delegates to gather 
information. People who make written submissions are encouraged (but are not required) 
to focus on the factors listed in section 263(3) of the Act. 
 
Written submissions close 5.00pm Sunday 28 February 2016 and can be submitted 
either online or by mail. 
 
Delegates 
18 Delegates have now been appointed to conduct the reviews for the 35 merger 
proposals. It understood that one Delegate only will deal with each merger proposal. 
 
Other Reforms 
In addition to the above the Government has also announced that it: 
 

 has commissioned IPART to review the rating system, and has asked 
IPART to advise on the best way to achieve the policy commitment on 
freezing rates as part of the rating review. IPART will provide its report to 
the Government by the end of 2016 

 
 will commence consultation on proposed amendments to the Local 

Government Act, including previously announced changes such as two 
year terms for mayors and new financial intervention powers 

 
 will provide councils that IPART deemed Not Fit due to not meeting the 

financial benchmarks with an opportunity to be reassessed in 2016 
 

 will provide rural councils with the option of streamlining governance 
arrangements 

 
Local Government Act 
First Phase of Amendments to the Local Government Act 1993 In addition to the above 
consultation has commenced on the first phase of amendments to the Local Government 
Act 1993. 
 
The Office of Local Government is seeking feedback from councils and their 
communities on the proposed amendments. Key points on phase 1 amendments include: 
 
 clarifying roles and responsibilities of councillors, mayors, administrators 

and general managers;  
 introducing new guiding principles for local government;  
 improving governance of councils and professional development for 

councillors;  
 expanding on the framework for strategic business planning and reporting;  
 prioritising community engagement and financial accountability; and  
 streamlining council administrative processes, including in relation to 

delegations and community grants. 
 
The OLG has expressed the view that while the fundamentals of the Local Government 
Act 1993 remain sound, both the Independent Local Government Review Panel and 
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Local Government Acts Taskforce recommended changes to modernise the legislation 
and to ensure it meets the future needs of councils and communities. 
 
Phase 1 of the reform program focuses mainly on changes to the governance and 
strategic business planning processes of councils. Phase 2 will focus on the way in 
which councils raise revenue and exercise their regulatory functions. 
 
Consultation on phase 1 amendments to the Local Government Act 1993 will close on 15 
March 2016. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1.  OLG Circular 15-43 – Section 23A Guidelines – Council Decision Making During 
Merger Proposal Periods 

2.  Council Decision Making During Merger Proposal Periods, Guidelines 
3.  Letter from Minister for Local Government 
4.  Maps of proposed mergers 
5.  Merger Proposal: Bathurst Regional Council and Oberon Council, January 2016 
6.  OLG Circular 16-01 – New Local Government Act Development Consultation 
7.  Fit for the Future Progress Report 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT: 
1.  Council note the information in relation to the NSW Government’s 

announcement on NSW local government reforms. 
2.  Appoint a Committee of Councillors and the General Manager to consider the 

Bathurst-Oberon Proposal 
3.  Authorise the Committee to make a submission in relation to the Bathurst-

Oberon Proposal. 
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ITEM-2 GM - 08/02/16 - CLARENCE ACCESS - ZIG ZAG RAILWAY  

 
REPORT BY: R BAILEY – GENERAL MANAGER 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-29:           Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 9 February 2015 
Min No 15-39:           Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 2 March 2015 
Min No 15-192:         Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 17 August 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

The report provides further advice in relation to the negotiations to the access at 
Clarence and Zig Zag Railway. 
 

COMMENTARY 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 2 March 2015 Council resolved the following: 
  
15-39 RESOLVED 

THAT Council: 
1.      Endorse the action taken in the signing of the Deed of Licence with 

Zig Zag Railway Co-op Pty Limited inclusive of: 
      Council providing full indemnity in favour of Zig Zag Railway, its 

Directors and Officers against any liability or risk arising from any 
use of that access way by any party while it is under control of 
Council; 

       On condition that the access will be closed if Council 
relinquishes control of any part of the access way; 

       Council to pay Zig Zag Railway reasonable legal costs in relation 
to the negotiation and execution of the Licence. 

       The preservation throughout the term of the licence of the 
current usage which Zig Zag Railway has over the lands affected 
by the Licence. 

       Council not requiring Zig Zag Railway to remove any rail 
infrastructure or other items from Council owned land at 
Clarence during the term of the licence; and 

     That Council agrees to negotiate in good faith during the term of 
the licence in relation to the issues of fencing, culvert, level 
crossing, Interface Agreement and road dedication. 

2.     Thank Tim LeFevre for his assistance in getting this action completed 
so quickly. 

 
Since that time discussions have been ongoing with Zig Zag Railway Co-op Pty Limited 
(ZZR) and a further Council resolution (17 August 2015) was made: 

 
15-192 RESOLVED 

THAT Council endorse the extension of the Deed of Licence with Zig 
Zag Railway Co-op Pty Limited for a further six (6) months. 
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Liability indemnity was provided to ZZR and discussions took place principally in relation 
to: 

1.     The exchange of lands for the road access from the Bells Line of 
Road to the Crown Lands north of the level crossing 

2.     Safety fencing between the railway line and the access road 
3.     Drainage and the culvert under the railway line and level crossing 
4.     Signage for the level crossing 
5.     An assessment of the Australian Standard for Assessing Level 

Crossings (ALCAM) 
 
Further discussions have been taking place between Council and Zig Zag Railway. The 
parties are continuing to work towards a solution for the issue. 
 
Discussions have also taken place with Crown Lands and Forestry Corporation. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL at this stage 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL at this stage. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
A Deed of Licence has been entered into with Zig Zag Railway and this report seeks the 
extension of that Deed. 
 
The access track via Zig Zag Railway may continue to be used by the general public for 
a further period of six months whilst negotiations on the access track continue. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1.      Endorse the extension of the Deed of Licence with Zig Zag Railway Co-op Pty 

Limited for a further six (6) months to August 2016. 
2.      Authorise the General Manager to enter into any further extensions of the 

Licence, if required. 
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ITEM-3 GM - 08/02/16 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AMENDMENT - 
COUNCILLOR MISCONDUCT AND POOR PERFORMANCE  

 
REPORT BY: R BAILEY – GENERAL MANAGER 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-320:             Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 14 December 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

Further advice has been received in relation to the recent amendment of the Local 
Government Act 1993 that has been amended by the Local Government Amendment 
(Councillor Misconduct and Poor Performance) Act 2015. A new Model Code of Conduct 
has been issued to councils. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The Local Government Amendment (Councillor Misconduct and Poor Performance) Act 
2015 (the “CMPP Act”) came into force and amended the Local Government Act 1993 
(the “LG Act”) on Friday 13 November 2015. 
 
Council was previously advised that the object of the CMPP Act is to reform the 
legislative scheme for addressing councillor misconduct and poor performance by 
streamlining and improving the effectiveness of performance improvement orders and to 
provide stronger powers to the Minister and the Chief Executive of the Office of Local 
Government. 
 
The CMPP Act is designed to strengthen provisions by offering a more effective 
deterrent to serious and repeated councillor misconduct and to ensure timely action is 
taken to uphold councillor behaviour. 
 
To remind Council of some of the more significant amendments to the Act: 
 
 Three Strikes 
 
With the amendments to s275 of the Act, persons who have been the subject of three or 
more orders for suspension from civic office for misconduct will now be disqualified from 
holding civic office for 5 years after the date the most recent order takes effect. This 
disqualification may effectively be for up to two council terms. 
 
 Reduced response times for investigated councils 
 
Under changes to s434 of the Act, councils now only have 28 days (down from 40 days) 
to prepare a response to an investigation report prepared by Director-General under 
s430 of the Act.  
 
 Changes to performance improvement orders 
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Varying performance improvement orders – the Minister now has the ability to vary 
existing performance improvement orders by giving 7 days’ notice to councils of the 
terms of the proposed variation and the reasons for it. 
 
In addition to the above councillors and general managers have been requested to note 
the following: 
 
•       As of the commencement date, Councillors who have previously been 

suspended on two or more occasions will be automatically disqualified from 
holding office in a Council for 5 years if they are suspended on a further 
occasion. The Office has written directly to Councillors who have been 
suspended on two or more occasions to inform them of this change. 

 
•       The definition of “misconduct” has been expanded to include acts or 

omissions by Councillors that are intended to prevent the proper or effective 
functioning of a council or a committee of a Council (e.g. by disrupting 
decision making). Penalties for Councillor misconduct include suspension 
and disqualification from holding office. 

 
•       Councillors will no longer be permitted to participate in the consideration of 

the making, amendment, alteration or repeal of an environmental planning 
instrument applying to the whole or a significant part of their local 
government area they have pecuniary interests in unless:  

 
- the only interests affected by the changes are the interests they or their 

relatives have in their principal places of residence; and  
- they have made a special disclosure of the affected interests. 

 
•       This amendment is complemented by an amendment to clause 4.29 of the 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW which also commenced 
on 13 November 2015. The amendment will mean that councillors with 
significant non-pecuniary conflicts of interests in the making, amendment, 
alteration or repeal of an environmental planning instrument applying to the 
whole or a significant part of their local government area will no longer be 
permitted to participate in consideration of those matters unless: 

 
-  the only interests affected by the changes relate to the interest a person 

(e.g. a close friend or affiliate of a Councillor) has in their principal place 
of residence; and  

- the Councillor has disclosed the affected interests. 
 
Other changes 
•       Councils must amend their adopted codes of conduct as soon as possible to reflect 

the amendment.  
•       Notice is no longer required of a motion to censure a Councillor for misconduct 

under section 440G.  
 
Under the Procedures for the Administration of the Model Code of Conduct for Local 
Councils in NSW, Councils can only formally censure a Councillor for misconduct where 
this is recommended in a report by an independent investigator. This will be reported to 
the Council under cover of a staff report by a Council’s complaints coordinator. 
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•      The amendments are also designed to:  
 

 ensure a faster but fair investigation process for Councillor misconduct;  
 remove impediments to effective action in response to serious corrupt 

conduct;  
 maximise the effectiveness of Performance Improvement Orders issued 

by the Minister for Local Government to a Council; and  
 more effectively address Council maladministration. 

 
These changes bring a much welcomed tougher Departmental approach to the issue of 
councillor misconduct and give the Office of Local Government greater flexibility to deal 
with councillor misconduct at an individual level.  
 
It should be pointed out that Lithgow City Councillor, Martin Ticehurst, has to date been 
suspended by the NSW Pecuniary Interest and Disciplinary Tribunal on six separate 
occasions. Clr Ticehurst is currently scheduled to appear before the NSW Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) in March 2016 on further Code of Conduct breaches. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
As described above and in accordance with Section 440 of the NSW Local Government 
Act (1993): 
 

(3)  A council must adopt a code of conduct (the "adopted code") that 
incorporates the provisions of the model code. The adopted code may 
include provisions that supplement the model code. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1.  Office of Local Government Circular 15-41; Commencement of the Local 
Government Amendment (Councillor Misconduct and Poor Performance Act) 2015 

2.      Office of Local Government Circular 15-41; Amendments to the Local Government 
Action 1993 

3.   Model Code of Conduct 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1.      Note that the Local Government Act 1993 has been amended by the Local 

Government Amendment (Councillor Misconduct and Poor Performance) Act 
2015. 

2.     ADOPT the new Model Code of Conduct. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS 

ITEM-4 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - DA216/15 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - 
PROPOSED HAIR AND BEAUTY SALON - 27 ESKBANK STREET 
LITHGOW  

 
REPORT BY:   A MUIR – GROUP MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
SUMMARY 
 
To assess and recommend determination of Development Application DA216/15 for a 
hair and beauty salon on land known as Lot 5 DP 840077, 180-184 Mort Street Lithgow 
NSW  2790 (Shop no. 27 Eskbank Street Lithgow NSW 2790). The recommendation is 
for approval subject to conditions of consent. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The proposal is for a beauty salon to be open within the existing shop, with various hair 
products for sale and hair services. The development includes some fitout with no 
construction certificate required. Signage in the form of a sticker will be placed on the 
existing glass façade. See below floor layout and front elevation: 
 

 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
The development being a hair and beauty salon, is defined as a ‘Business Premises’ as 
per below and considered permissible under Lithgow Local Environmental Plan 2014, 
subject to development consent. 
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business premises means a building or place at or on which: 
(a)   an occupation, profession or trade (other than an industry) is carried on 

for the provision of services directly to members of the public on a 
regular basis, or 

(b) a service is provided directly to members of the public on a regular 
basis,and includes a funeral home and, without limitation, premises 
such as banks, post offices, hairdressers, dry cleaners, travel agencies, 
internet access facilities, betting agencies and the like, but does not 
include an entertainment facility, home business, home occupation, 
home occupation (sex services), medical centre, restricted premises, 
sex services premises or veterinary hospital. 

 
The development is for a change of use to utilise an existing shop within a building on 
Eskbank Street. The façade of the building will not change and the development will be 
utilising a shop that has been vacant for some time and encourages additional uses in 
the heritage conservation area. The development will have access to all essential 
services and therefore the development complies with the provisions of the LEP 2014. 
 
Parking: The application is for a change of use of an existing building to be used as a 
hairdresser which will have a minimal traffic flow. The Development Control Plan for Off 
Street Carparking states: 
 

It should be noted that some developments utilising existing premises, 
particularly in Main Street Lithgow, will be unable to provide any additional off 
street parking. Parking for these particular developments will be considered 
on their individual merits. 

 
The above statement applies to this proposal as there is no available off street 
carparking onsite for the development and no availability for it to be supplied. However, 
across the road is a large carpark which can cater for any patrons of the proposal. 
 
Other matters: Whilst not specifically relevant to the consideration of the development 
application, the property is part of Council’s property portfolio available for lease.  
Council’s property agents, LJ Hooker, have held discussions with the interested parties 
but the property could not be let until development consent is granted. 
 
Conclusion 
All issues have been addressed within the 79C Report (attached) and were found to be 
satisfactory for the development to proceed subject to conditions of consent. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
The proposal was sent to Council’s Building Officer and Environmental Officer for 
assessment with recommendations detailed in the attached 79C report. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Policy 7.5 Notification of Development Applications  
This policy applies to the development; however the following clause does not require 
Council to notify this particular application: 
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2.  Applications for Which Notification Will Not Be Given Under This Policy 
 
Development applications for the following types of development will not be notified. (NB: 
Any structure must conform to applicable setback requirements): 
 

 Development involving a change of use that does not involve the change to 
a Restricted Premises, Sex Services Premises, Food and Drink Premises, 
Funeral Chapel, Funeral Home or Retail Premises involving the sale of 
firearms within the meaning of the Firearms Act 1996 

 
Therefore no adjoining or adjacent landowners have been notified of the proposal as part 
of this process. 
 
Policy 7.6 Development Applications By Councillors And Staff Or On Council 
Owned Land 
 

1.  That, subject to the exemptions in Part 2 of this Policy, any development 
application lodged where the applicant is a Councillor or a member of staff, 
or where a Councillor or member of staff is the owner of the land to which 
the application relates, or where the development application on Council 
owned land, that such an application be referred to Council for 
consideration and determination. 

 
The land subject to this application is owned by Lithgow City Council and therefore the 
application is to be determined at a Council meeting as per this policy. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The application must be assessed in accordance with the heads of consideration of 
Section 79C of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. A full assessment 
under Section 79C is attached. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Complete 79C Planning Report under separate cover. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT: 
1. DA216/15 Development Application be APPROVED, subject to the conditions 

outlined in the attached 79C report. 
2. A DIVISION be called in accordance with the requirements of Section 375A(3) 

of the Local Government Act, 1993. 
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ITEM-5 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - DA228/15 - EXEMPTION TO SECTION 94A 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PROPOSED LITHGOW AGED CARE 
DEVELOPMENT- MAPLE CRESCENT- SHORT STREET LITHGOW  

 
REPORT BY:  J NICHOLS – DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Lithgow Aged Care Limited have requested that Council consider an exemption to the 
Section 94A contributions required under Section 94A Development Contributions Plan 
2015, as part of the development proposal DA228/15 - Lithgow Aged Care facility. 
 
COMMENTARY 

Development Application DA228/15 from Lithgow Aged Care Limited is on land known as 
Lots 1 & 2 DP 775471, Lots 2 & 3 DP319366, Lot 1 DP311786 and Lot B DP397063, 
Short Street (Maple Crescent) Lithgow NSW 2790 for the following proposal: 
 

1. Demolition of part of the Cooinda Aged Care Facility including Coates House; 
the function room and maintenance workshop; and a storage/garage 
building; 

2. Construction of 144 new beds to increase the total to a 214 bed facility. This 
will be done by constructing 4 new buildings each with two levels with 18 
single rooms; 

3. Ancillary cut and fill (earthworks) and retaining walls; and 
4. Associated connections to utilities, landscaping, driveways and vehicle 

parking and manoeuvring areas. 
 
The applicant has requested that an exemption to the Section 94A Development 
Contributions Plan 2015 be permitted for this development. The proposal does not meet 
the requirements for automatic exemption under Clause C7 of the Section 94A 
Development Contributions Plan 2015, therefore, Council is asked to consider the 
request for an exemption.   
 
This type of development may be categorised as a privately funded community 
infrastructure project that will benefit the community.  It will assist in addressing the 
identified need for aged care given the increased ageing population within the Lithgow 
Local Government Area.  Therefore, although an exemption from Section 94A 
Contributions will result in Council forgoing potentially $302,901.50 in revenue the 
benefits provided by the development will be significant.   
 
OTHER MATTERS 
The application will be determined by the Western Joint Regional Planning Panel as the 
development exceeds a value of $20,000,000. The application was notified and no public 
submissions were received. The application is currently being assessed by the Mine 
Subsidence Board, Water NSW and Council Officers. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Lithgow Section 94A Development Contributions Plan 2015 is applicable for the 
proposed development being for the construction of an Aged Care Facility. The 
development cost is estimated at $30,290,150 and therefore the following provisions of 
the Lithgow City Council Section 94A Development Contributions Plan 2015 (S94A Plan) 
applies: 
 
Schedule 2- Summary of Section 94A Levy Rates: 

Type of Development Levy (%) 
All development types valued at $100,000 or less 0.0% 
All development types valued at $100,001 and up to 
$200,000 

0.5% 

All development types valued in excess of $200,000 1% 
 
A contribution of $302,901.50 would apply for this development. However, it has been 
requested by the applicant that consideration to an exemption of the S94A Plan be 
applied. Therefore Council would not receive the contribution if it agreed to exempt 
payment of the contribution.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Letter from Lithgow Aged care Limited requesting exemption to Section 94A 
Contributions. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT An exemption to the Section 94A Development Contribution Plan 2015 levy 
be applied to DA228/15 given the development is to be carried out by a not for profit 
organisation for privately funded essential community infrastructure. 
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ITEM-6 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - DA206/15 - PROPOSED EXTENSION TO 
BUSHFIRE SHED AT LOT 142 DP 755769, PORTLAND ROAD, 
CULLEN BULLEN, NSW 2790  

 
REPORT BY:  A MUIR – GROUP MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

SUMMARY 

Development Application for a proposed extension to an existing NSW Rural Fire 
Services Bush Fire Shed. The proposed development is on Council owned land and in 
accordance with Council policy must be referred to Council for determination. To assess 
and recommend determination of DA206/15 recommendation will be for approval subject 
to conditions/refusal.  
 

COMMENTARY 

The New South Wales Rural Fire Service through BJ Constructions Group Pty Ltd has 
submitted a Development Application DA206/15 on land known as Lot 142 DP 755769, 
Portland Road, Cullen Bullen, NSW 2790 that is owned by Lithgow City Council, for a 
proposed extension to an existing NSW Rural Fire Service Bushfire Shed. 
  
The proposed development proposes to erect an addition to the existing bushfire shed.  
The proposed 11 metre x 9.7 metre structure is a colorbond metal clad building with wall 
height of approximately 5.5 metres and ridge height of approximately 7.2 metres.  The 
facility will provide additional space for fire fighting vehicles.  
 
The application has been assessed in accordance with relevant planning instruments 
that relate to the land.  The proposal has an acceptable impact on the surrounding 
neighbourhood and environment and can be approved subject to conditions. 
 
NEIGHBOUR NOTIFICATION AND SUBMISSION 
The proposal was notified to surrounding adjoining landowners in accordance with 
Council’s Policy 7.5: Notification of Development Applications for a period of 14 days.  
 
No submissions were received.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Council’s Policy 7.6 ‘Development Applications by Councillors and Staff and Relatives or 
on Council Owned Land’ requires that any development application on Council owned 
land must be referred to Council for consideration and determination. It further provides 
that no aspect of the application be dealt with under delegated authority.    
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The application must be assessed in accordance with the heads of consideration of 
Section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.   
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Complete 79C Planning Report under separate cover.  
2. Proposed site plan. 
3. Proposed elevations 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT:  
1. Development Application DA206/15 be APPROVED with conditions of 

consent as detailed in the 79C report.  
2. A DIVISION be called in accordance with the provisions of Section 375A(3) of 

the Local Government Act 1993.      
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ITEM-7 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - DA236/15 - PROPOSED SHED, LOT 32 IN DP 
31958, 898 GREAT WESTERN HIGHWAY SOUTH BOWENFELS NSW 
2790  

 
REPORT BY:  A MUIR – GROUP MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

SUMMARY 

To advise of the lodgement of Development Application No. DA236/15 and to 
recommend approval subject to the conditions listed in the 79C report. As the application 
has been lodged by Councillor Inzitari it is reported for determination in accordance with 
Council Policy.  
 

COMMENTARY 

A Development Application has been lodged for the erection of a shed/garage on Lot 32, 
DP 31958, No. 898 Great Western Highway South Bowenfels. The application in this 
instance is Mr Frank Inzitari. 
 
The vacant residential lot is approximately 3539m² in size and was created by a previous 
subdivision approved by the Shire of Blaxland. The proposal consists of a colourbond 
garage with a floor area of 105m², wall height of 2.7m and maximum ridge height of 
3.295m.   
 
The application has been assessed in accordance with relevant planning instruments 
that relate to the land.  The proposal has an acceptable impact on the surrounding 
neighbourhood and environment and can be approved subject to conditions 
 
NEIGHBOUR NOTIFICATION AND SUBMISSION 
The proposal was notified to surrounding adjoining landowners in accordance with 
Council’s Policy 7.5: Notification of Development Applications for a period of 14 days.  
 
One submission was received by Council and matters relevant to the application are 
summarised below: 
 
1.  The size of the shed is not reflected on the site plan with incorrect and conflicting 

side boundary setbacks.   
2. Privacy is a concern due to the inclusion of windows giving a view of the 

neighbouring backyard where family activities are undertaken.  
 
Comments 
The applicant responded to the concerns raised in the submission and has amended the 
site plan and increased the side boundary setback from 2 metres to 4 metres from the 
southern boundary to maintain privacy to the neighbouring property.  
 
The side boundary setbacks of the shed comply with all relevant legislative requirements 
(e.g. Building Code of Australia) and South Bowenfels Development Control Plan – 
Residential Development.      
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Council’s Policy 7.6 ‘Development Applications by Councillors and Staff and Relatives or 
on Council Owned Land’ requires that any development application lodged by a 
councillor must be referred to Council for consideration and determination. It further 
provides that no aspect of the application be dealt with under delegated authority.    
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL   
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
The application must be assessed in accordance with the heads of consideration of 
Section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.   
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Complete 79C Planning Report under separate cover.  
2. Proposed site plan. 
3. Proposed elevations 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT:  
1. Development Application DA236/15 be APPROVED with conditions of 

consent as detailed in the 79C report.  
2. A DIVISION be called in accordance with the provisions of Section 375A(3) of 

the Local Government Act 1993.      
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ITEM-8 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - S68103/15 - PROPOSED SOLID FUEL HEATER - 
LOT 315 DP1076313 - 29 JAMES O'DONNELL DRIVE LITHGOW  

 
REPORT BY: A MUIR – GROUP MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

SUMMARY 

To advise of the lodgement of Section 68 Application under Local Government Act 1993 
for a solid fuel heater and to recommend refusal subject to amenity reasons.  
 

COMMENTARY 

A Section 68 Application NoS68103/15 under Local Government Act 1993 has been 
lodged for the proposed installation of a solid fuel heater at Lot 315 DP 1076313, 29 
James O’Donnell Drive Lithgow.  
 
The South Bowenfels Development Control Plan prohibits solid fuel burning appliances 
under Part 5.3.3 subclause (h) “no wood or coal burning appliances are to be installed in 
any development” and 6.14.3 (a) (iv) “No wood or coal burning appliances or coal 
burning appliances are to be installed in any development” and 6.14.3 (h) “No wood or 
coal burning appliances or coal burning appliances are to be installed in any 
development”.   As a result of this requirement Council wrote to the applicant requesting 
that they either withdraw the application or submit a variation under the DCP. A letter 
was received from the applicant requesting that Clause 6.14.3(h) of the DCP be varied 
so as to permit the installation of the proposed solid fuel heater appliance (see 
attachment 1).  Surrounding neighbours were notified of the proposed solid fuel heater 
on 19 October 2015 and no submissions were received.   
 
The following is discussion regarding matters raised by the applicant and assessment 
under Local Government Act 1993.   
 
South Bowenfels Development Control Plan 
 
The applicant raised the following in relation to the South Bowenfels Development 
Control Plan 
 
1. The DCP provisions claim to prohibit the installation of solid fuel heaters within the 

South Bowenfels release areas and are written under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979. This requirement seems out of place with Section 68 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 under which our application has been made.  We 
would contend that our application should only be considered under the Local 
Government Act.    

2. The prohibition under the DCP results in an unlevel playing field with the application 
of a double-development standard across South Bowenfels release areas and other 
lands throughout the local government area.  It is contented that one rule (i.e. the 
Local Government Act) should apply to all land within the local government area. 

3. This prohibition discriminates against landowners within such release areas by 
denying them a legitimate form of domestic heating.  We bought this property 
without knowledge of the wood heater restriction however were aware of the 
Section 88B coal burning appliance restriction.     
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4. We are aware of a few solid fuel heater installations within the South Bowenfels 
release areas that would appear to have Council approval.  

 
Discussion 
The South Bowenfels Development Control Plan has been in force since 2006 and is 
noted on all S149 certificates provided for the purchase of properties. Council has 
recently received legal advice regarding the relevance of the South Bowenfels 
Development Control Plan.  The legal advice provided that the Development Control 
Plan has no relevance to applications lodged solely under the Local Government Act 
1993. Therefore variation of the DCP is not required unless a solid fuel heater was also 
part of a development application, eg part of a DA for a dwelling.  All solid fuel heater 
applications are assessed under the Local Government Act 1993 and relevant legislation 
and Guidelines. In addition Council has had regard for the requirements of the DCP and 
restricted the installation of Solid Fuel Heaters within the South Bowenfels area.  There 
are currently no solid fuel heaters on any of the 144 properties within the Hillcrest Estate. 
It should be noted that some solid fuel heaters may have been approved in the South 
Bowenfels area prior to 2006 and DCP. Attachment 2 outlines the areas of compliance 
and non-compliance with the Legislation and Guidelines.  Assessment of a proposed 
solid fuel heater requires a site specific assessment of the impact of the appliance on the 
environment, public health, safety and convenience, cultural and heritage significance as 
well as Building Code of Australia requirements and compliance with the Clean Air 
(Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters) Regulation.   
 
Heating 
 
The applicant raised the following in relation to the heating: 
 
1. Lithgow is classified as sub-alpine (climate zone 7) under the Building Code of 

Australia. This is second coldest climate zone within Australia and often 
experiences very cold sub-zero temperatures during the winter months.   

2. The primary source of heating within our dwelling is and continue to be mains gas. 
The proposed wood heater is intended for supplementary heating (i.e. only during 
the more extreme cold snap periods or during power outages). The co-owner has 
recently undergone major surgery resulting in a perpetual body-fat deficiency and is 
now particularly susceptible to cold.  Use of this wood heater will provide additional 
comfort to address this condition  

 
Discussion 
The application must be assessed pursuant to Section 68 of The Local Government Act, 
1993 and section 89 of the Local Government Act 1993.  Council can only assess the 
matters for consideration and the reasons for the solid fuel heater are not included.  
 
Assessment under Local Government Act 1993 
The application must be assessed pursuant to Section 68 of The Local Government Act, 
1993 and section 89 of the Local Government Act 1993 which states that the following 
matters need to be taken into consideration when determining applications under part 3: 

89   Matters for consideration 

(1)   In determining an application, the council:  
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(a)   must not approve the application if the activity or the carrying out 
of the activity for which approval is sought would not comply with 
the requirements of any relevant regulation (Local Government 
Act), and 

(b)   must take into consideration any criteria in a local policy adopted 
under Part 3 (Local Government Act) by the council which are 
relevant to the subject-matter of the application, and 

(c)   must take into consideration the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development. 

 
(2)   If no requirements are prescribed for the purposes of subsection (1) 

(a), and no criteria are adopted for the purposes of subsection (1) (b), 
the council in determining an application:  

 
(a)   is to take into consideration, in addition to the principles of 

ecologically sustainable development, all matters relevant to the 
application, and 

(b)   is to seek to give effect to the applicant’s objectives to the extent 
to which they are compatible with the public interest. 

 
(3)   Without limiting subsection (2), in considering the public interest the 

matters the council is to consider include:  
 

(a)   protection of the environment, and 
(b)   protection of public health, safety and convenience, and 
(c)   any items of cultural and heritage significance which might be 

affected. 
  
Council must consider Clauses 67-69, Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
which states that all matters relating to the installation of the solid fuel heating appliance 
are governed by the applicable provisions of the Building Code of Australia and 
compliance with the Clean Air (Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters) Regulation. Council also 
refers to the NSW Environment Protection Authority Environmental Guidelines for 
Selecting, Installing and Operating Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters for requirements to 
reduce air pollution and nuisance, protect the environment and public health when 
assessing solid fuel heaters. 
 
Amenity and Environment 
 
The applicant raised the following in relation to amenity and Environment 
 
1. The proposed solid fuel heater meets emission limits specified in Australian 

Standard AS/NZS 4013:1999: Domestic solid fuel burning appliances- method for 
determination of flue gas emission a required under Part 2 of the Protection of the 
Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2010.  Each heater model sold in 
NSW must have a certificate of compliance certifying that the heater model has 
been tested in accordance with the Australian Standard and each heater must be 
marked accordingly.  Such certificates are issued on the basis of test results from 
an accredited laboratory.  
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2. Our lot has an area of 1000m² which would seem in our opinion to be consistent 
with other lots within the release areas. Generous external wall setbacks from 
boundaries exist within our neighbourhood.  This would assist mitigating the effect 
of smoke emissions.  

 
3. We are experienced in the operation of solid-fuel heating appliances (our previous 

home heating was based on a hydronic wood heater) and are well- practised in 
proper operation of wood heaters as recommended by the EPA.  We would always 
be mindful of any atmospheric conditions that might cause adverse neighbour 
impact and strive to minimise any inconvenience. We are new to the estate and are 
most respectful of the need to preserve the comfort and enjoyment of other 
residents. 

 
4. We understand that Council has recourse to address any smoke emission issues 

that could arise from the use of this wood heater.          
 
Discussion 
The appliance complies with Clean Air (Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters) Regulation 1997 
and has a current Compliance Certificate issued under AS/NZS4013:1999 for minimum 
particle emissions to limit air pollution. The flue will be located in excess of 15m from the 
northern boundary. It should be noted that the neighbouring lot to the north is currently 
vacant and a dwelling has not yet been constructed. The neighbouring property to the 
south is also vacant and slightly lower in elevation than the above property. Compliance 
with this requirement could be satisfied due to the large lot area of 1000m².  
 
There is no doubt that the correct operation of a solid fuel heater reduces air pollution 
however the assessment under the Local Government Act 1993 relates to the 
compliance of the appliance with legislation and installation and site suitability. Action 
such as prevention notices under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 
relate to the management and operation of solid fuel heaters once installed.   
 
Council also refers to the NSW Environment Protection Authority Environmental 
Guidelines for Selecting, Installing and Operating Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters for 
requirements to protect amenity, reduce air pollution and nuisance, protect the 
environment and public health when assessing solid fuel heaters. The Guidelines outline 
that Council should also determine:  
 
1. If the topography of the site or likely weather patterns or configuration of nearby 

dwelling/s have the potential to cause a smoke nuisance.  
2. If there are any significant trees or other environmental or structural factors in the 

immediate vicinity that may cause smoke to down draught?  
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The above contour map shows that hilly nature of the estate and topography of the site. 
The dwelling is located on the ‘middle tier’ of the Hillcrest subdivision with dwellings 
located both above and below. The Guidelines outline that cold air flowing from high 
ground into valleys may carry smoke from houses positioned uphill to those downhill.  
Also the pooling of cold air in valleys can cause smoke to be trapped near the ground.  It 
recommends that in these situations owners should consider alternatives to solid fuel 
heating. This scenario is likely to occur at Hillcrest. It should also be noted that the 
prevailing westerly winds could also blow the smoke from the appliance to dwellings 
located across the road and higher up located on Hillcrest Avenue.    
 
The Hillcrest subdivision is a relatively isolated housing estate with closest residential 
lots approximately 340m to the north east in Landa Street. There are no residential 
properties to the north and west. Residential properties to the south are located 
approximately 500-600m away.  Given that there are currently no other solid fuel heaters 
within the estate and the estate is isolated within minimal impact of smoke from 
surrounding areas, it is considered that the approval of any solid fuel heater within this 
estate will be visible and has a high potential to impact on the 144 properties within the 
estate and public health.     
 
Therefore, it is considered that the proposed solid fuel heater installation does not 
comply with cl.89(3)(b), Local Government Act 1993, will not be in the public interest and 
will impact on the amenity. 
 
In conclusion, this is a difficult matter.  On one hand, the use of solid fuel burning 
appliances may be seen as a reasonable form of heating particularly in colder areas and 
given rising electricity and gas prices.  On the other hand the installation of an appliance 
must have consideration to the legislative requirements.  A purchaser of land in the 
Hillcrest subdivision may have also held a view that solid fuel burning appliances would 
not occur in the area.  Although no current objections have arisen, complaints may occur 
in the future.  Whilst every application must be considered on its individual merits, it 
would be difficult to refuse future applications in the Hillcrest area should this one be 
approved.  On balance, it is recommended, given all the matters to be taken into 
consideration, that this application should be refused. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

89   Matters for consideration 

(1)   In determining an application, the council:  
 

(a)   must not approve the application if the activity or the carrying out of the 
activity for which approval is sought would not comply with the 
requirements of any relevant regulation (Local Government Act), and 

(b)   must take into consideration any criteria in a local policy adopted under 
Part 3 (Local Government Act) by the council which are relevant to the 
subject-matter of the application, and 

(c)   must take into consideration the principles of ecologically sustainable 
development. 

 
(2)   If no requirements are prescribed for the purposes of subsection (1) (a), and 

no criteria are adopted for the purposes of subsection (1) (b), the council in 
determining an application:  

 
(a)   is to take into consideration, in addition to the principles of ecologically 

sustainable development, all matters relevant to the application, and 
(b)   is to seek to give effect to the applicant’s objectives to the extent to which 

they are compatible with the public interest. 
 

(3)   Without limiting subsection (2), in considering the public interest the matters 
the council is to consider include:  

 
(a)   protection of the environment, and 
(b)   protection of public health, safety and convenience, and 
(c)   any items of cultural and heritage significance which might be affected. 

  
Council must consider clauses 67-69 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
which states that all matters relating to the installation of the solid fuel heating appliance 
are governed by the applicable provisions of the Building Code of Australia and 
compliance with the Clean Air (Domestic Solid Fuel Heaters) Regulation.    
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Submission from owner to install solid fuel 
2. Table 1 – Summary of compliance and non-compliance with Legislation and 

Guidelines 
3. Site map and photographs 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the S68103/15 application be refused for the following reasons: 
• The Hillcrest subdivision is a relatively isolated housing estate. 

Currently there are no solid fuel heaters within the estate. Therefore it is 
considered that the approval of any solid fuel heater within this estate 
will be visible and has a high potential to impact on public health.     

• The appliance has the potential to cause a smoke nuisance due to the 
topography of the site, likely weather patterns and configuration of 
nearby dwellings.   
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OPERATION REPORTS 

ITEM-9 OPER - 08/02/16 - WATER REPORT 
 
REPORT BY:  I STEWART – GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-326: Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 14th December 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides an update on various water management issues as per Minute 
Number 15-326. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Current Dam Levels for both Farmers Creek and Oberon 
Farmers Creek Dam # 2 capacity on Wednesday, 27th January 2016 was 100%.  Oberon 
Dam capacity on Wednesday, 27th January 2016 was 61%. 
 
Current Water Usage from Each Supply 
Table 1 below indicates total output from the Oakey Park Water Treatment Plant 
(consumption), the volume transferred from the Clarence Water Transfer System 
(CWTS) and the volume of water purchased from Fish River for 2015/2016. Table 2 
below indicates total output from the Oakey Park Water Treatment Plant (consumption), 
the volume transferred from the Clarence Water Transfer System (CWTS) and the 
volume of water purchased from Fish River for 2013/2014 & 2014/2015.  
 
Table 1 - Oakey Park Monthly Output and Clarence Transfer 2015/2016 
 

Month 
Oakey Park 
WTP (ML) 

Clarence 
Transfer 
(ML) 

Fish River 
Supply 
(ML) 

July 2015 113 0 50 

August 2015 112 0 66 

September 2015 117 0 57 

October 2015 123 0 63 

November 2015 117 0 75 

December 2015 162 63 55 

TOTAL 744 63 366 

 
Table 2 - Oakey Park Monthly Output and Clarence Transfer 2013/2014 & 
2014/2015 
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 2013/14 2014/15 

Month 

Oakey 
Park 
WTP 
(ML) 

Clarence 
Transfer 

(ML) 

Fish 
River 

Supply 
(ML) 

Oakey 
Park 
WTP 
(ML) 

Clarence 
Transfer 

(ML) 

Fish 
River 
Suppl
y (ML) 

July 93 0 44 80 0 63 

August 96 0 67 145 0 45 

September 102 0 73 105 0 66 

October 130 0 58 112 0 61 

November 106 0 61 120 0 65 

December 100 0 47 84 0 36 

January 111 0 109 89 0 100 

February 93 0 73 95 0 66 

March 62 0 68 143 0 67 

April 105 0 61 99 0 71 

May 118 0 59 105 0 55 

June 101 0 67 131 0 74 

TOTAL 1,217 0 787 1,308 0 769 

 
Clarence Transfer System  
Water was transferred from the Clarence Colliery Dam to Farmers Creek No. 2 Dam 
during the month of December 2015.  During this period 63ML were transferred to assist 
in restoring the volume stored. 
 
Oakey Park Water Quality Summary 
Oakey Park Water Treatment Plant supplied water to Marrangaroo, Wallerawang, 
Lidsdale, Portland, Cullen Bullen, Glen Davis and Rydal from 06/01/2016 to 10/01/2016. 
Oakey Park Water Treatment Plant is currently supplying water to Lithgow. No health-
based ADWG values were exceeded for the period 5/12/2015 to 29/01/2016. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plants Monitoring Results 
Samples are taken on a monthly basis at various locations within the STPs and WTP.  
Nine samples were taken on 19 January 2016 and forwarded to Sydney Water for 
testing.  All samples submitted for testing were within the acceptable license criteria with 
no failures at any of the four plants. All test results are published on the Lithgow City 
Council website as required by the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. 
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Fish River Water Scheme Water Quality Summary 
Fish River Water Supply is currently supplying water to Marrangaroo, Wallerawang, 
Lidsdale, Portland, Cullen Bullen, Glen Davis and Rydal. No health-based ADWG values 
were exceeded for the period 5/12/2015 to 29/01/2016. 
 
Current Water Restrictions Update 
Level 1 restrictions are effective from Monday, 17th March 2014. 
 
Water Saving Schemes or Processes Update 
Council’s Rainwater Tank and Domestic Appliance Rebate Program continued with 
Council approving nine (9) applications for household appliance rebates and two (2) 
applications for water tank rebates for the period 5/12/2015 to 29/01/2016. 
 
Water Reticulation Complaints 
Five varying complaints were received during the period 5/12/2015 to 29/01/2016 
concerning water quality issues in the following areas. Testing of the water was 
undertaken at each location and all samples taken complied with the Australian Water 
Drinking Guidelines. 
 
Trends for the incidence of water quality complaints are still being developed, however 
there has been some changes required to be made to simplify the presentation of the 
results. Trends will be restricted to reticulation networks supplied by Fish River Bulk 
water supply and Farmers Creek Bulk water Supply rather than individual reservoir 
supplied areas.  
 

Locality Concern Notes 
Wrights Road, Lithgow Caller advised dirty water 

last night - happens quite 
regularly.

Dead end main causes 
build up of discoloured 
water. 

Ridge Street, Portland Caller advised dirty water. Burst feeder main to 
Portland High 
Reservoir. 

Bragg Street, Lithgow Caller advised that he is 
experiencing discoloured 
water. 

Dead end main, end of 
network. 

Chivers Close, Lithgow Caller advised that he is 
experiencing discoloured 
water. 

Burst main in Cooerwull 
Road caused 
discolouration. 

Laurence Street, Lithgow Caller stated that there is 
dirty water / brown water at 
property. 

Water service repairs 
interruption to supply. 

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1.  Water Quality Complaint Trend 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council note the water report. 
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ITEM-10 OPER - 08/02/16 - LAKE LYELL RECREATION PARK - WIBIT 
LICENCE  

 
REPORT BY: I STEWART – GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 
 

SUMMARY 

To advise Council of a variation to the lease between Lithgow City Council and Energy 
Australia for the Lake Lyell Recreation Park. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The parties, being Lithgow City Council and Energy Australia entered into a lease dated 
1 June 2013 of certain lands at Lake Lyell pursuant to a lease registered number 
AH844403. 
 
Following an approach from the contractors currently managing the lease area on 
Council’s behalf, to install an  inflatable structure (WIBIT), Council requested Energy 
Australia to investigate the possibility of creating a licence of part of the premises to a 
third party for the purpose of establishing and running a recreational facility that falls 
within permitted use. 
 
Energy Australia agreed to amend the lease as set out in the attached variations in order 
to provide for the lessee to licence part of the premises for use of an inflatable device. 
 
Annexure A to lease is amended as per the attachment. 
 
The lease variations will require execution on behalf of Council and require the affixing of 
Council’s seal to the appropriate documentation. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Annexure A Variation to Lease AH844403 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council authorise the affixing of the Council seal to the lease variation for 
Lake Lyell Recreation Park to permit the establishment of an inflatable recreational 
facility. 
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CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY REPORTS 

ITEM-11 CORP - 08/02/16 - NATIONAL STRONGER REGIONS FUND ROUND 
3 FUNDING  

 
REPORT BY:  J BROZEK – GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY 
 

SUMMARY 

This report advises Council that applications are now open for the Round 3 National 
Stronger Regions Fund  (NSRF) program and recommends Council submits a NSRF 
application and allocates further Council matching funding for implementation of Blast 
Furnace Masterplan works.   
 

COMMENTARY 

Round 3 of the National Stronger Regions Fund (NSRF) program opened on 15 January 
and closes on 15 March 2016. Successful applicants will be advised in July 2016.  

 
The purpose of NSRF is to fund capital projects which involve the 
construction of new infrastructure, or the upgrade or an extension of existing 
infrastructure.   
 

 Grants must be of at least $20,000 and up to a maximum of $10 million; 

 Applicants must contribute matching funding in cash on at least a dollar for dollar basis 
and provide evidence confirming all partner funding; 

 Complete the NSRF funded component of the project on or before 31 December 2019 
and commence within 12 months of approval. 

 Deliver an economic benefit to the region beyond the period of construction;  
 
The assessment criteria are: 
 
Criterion 1: The extent to which the project contributes to economic growth in the region;  
Criterion 2: The extent to which the project addresses disadvantage in the region;  
Criterion 3: The extent to which the project increases investment and builds partnerships 
in the region; and  
Criterion 4: The extent to which the project and proponent are viable and sustainable.  
 
The Assessment Criteria are weighted as follows:  
 
Criterion 1 will represent three parts of the seven part total assessment score;  
Criterion 2 will represent two parts of the seven part total assessment score;  
Criteria 3 and 4 will represent one part each of the seven part total assessment score.  
 
Council will be aware that detailed planning has been undertaken to upgrade the state 
heritage listed Blast Furnace as a cultural heritage attraction with the aims of increasing 
local visitation as well as increasing tourist visitation to Lithgow with associated economic 
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benefits. Another important reason for undertaking these works has been to improve 
visitor safety at the site.  
 
To achieve this, a structural assessment was undertaken of the remaining built structures 
on the site with repair and remediation works currently underway and scheduled to be 
completed in late February 2016. This was an essential first stage of the upgrade works 
to ensure that built structures are safe for close public contact. 
 
The next stage of works is the Masterplan implementation which includes fencing, 
boardwalks, viewing platforms, pathways, interpretative signage and carpark upgrades. 
The Masterplan has been developed by Integrated Design Associates and planning 
approval for works has been received from Council and the NSW Heritage Council. It is 
therefore a “shovel ready” project. Council has received grant funding of $300,000 from 
the NSW ClubGrants3 program and a further $150,000 from the NSW Heritage Office. 
Council has also allocated $250,000 over the 2014/15-2015/16 budgets giving a total of 
$700,000 for the project. 
 
Expenditure to date on repair and restoration works is approximately $450,000. 
Expenditure on engineering services, Masterplan design, heritage supervision services, 
signage content development and other associated services is approximately $110,000.  
Final total expenditure on these current works may be in the order of $600,000. This will 
leave a maximum of $100,000 remaining from the $700,000 budget for the Masterplan 
implementation. Council recently engaged a quantity surveyor to provide a cost estimate 
for the Masterplan works which identified costs of approximately $2,054,000 ex GST. 
Final costs will be subject to tender. This estimate does not include the provision of 
toilets and connection to sewer (estimate $350,000) and fabrication of interpretative 
signage (estimate $80,000). Total estimated costs to complete Masterplan works are 
therefore likely to be in the order of $2.5 million.  
 
It is recommended that Council submit a Round 3 NSRF application for another stage of 
the project. 
 
Round 3 NSRF is expected to be very competitive however Council can demonstrate a 
strong case in a Round 3 NSRF application for Blast Furnace. The focus of Council’s 
application will be to highlight the tangible economic benefits from increased tourist 
visitation that will accrue from the upgrading of Blast Furnace. The upgrade will help to 
maximise the benefits of the Lithgow Economic Restructure (Main Street Revitalization) 
project by providing a unique cultural heritage experience in the Central West that will 
draw people to visit Lithgow for both day and overnight stays.  Blast Furnace can be the 
venue for major future events including Ironfest, Halloween, Lithglo, film festivals, vintage 
car events, music festivals and art installations similar to the annual Bondi Sculpture by 
the Sea event. The rail line and platform adjacent to the Blast Furnace carpark also 
forms part of the proposed heritage rail service linking Eskbank Station and State Mine 
Museum therefore providing a further visitor experience. The Blast Furnace Masterplan 
will also address the other NSRF assessment criteria including addressing disadvantage 
and improving the liveability of the community.   
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
In 2015, Council received $1,304,550 NSRF Round 2 funding for the Lithgow Economic 
Restructure (Main Street Revitalization) project.  Council is required to provide matching 
funding for any NSRF grant application. Matching funding may include other funding 
received for the project, other than Commonwealth funding. A NSRF application for a 
project requires a matching contribution from Council. Council’s matching contribution 
could be comprised of: 
 
 Existing unspent funding of $100,000  

 
 Future council allocations (expected to be $225,000 in 2016/17 and a further 

$225,000 in 2017/18) 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council Submit a Round 3 NSRF application for up to a $1.1 million project 
for Stage 2 of the Blast Furnace Park upgrade with a Council contribution of 
$550,000. 
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ITEM-12 CORP - 08/02/16 - COUNCIL INVESTMENTS HELD TO 31 
DECEMBER 2015 

 
REPORT BY:  J BROZEK – GROUP MANAGER CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-176:  Ordinary meeting of Council held on 27 July 2015 
Min No 15-197:  Ordinary meeting of Council held on 17 August 2015 
Min No 15-253  Ordinary meeting of Council held on 28 September 2015 
Min No 15-277  Ordinary meeting of Council held on 26 October 2015 
Min No 15-305  Ordinary meeting of Council held on 16 November 2015 
Min No 15-328  Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 14 December 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

To advise Council of investments held as at 31 December 2015 in the 2015/16 financial 
year. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Council’s total investment portfolio, as at 31 December 2015 when compared to 30 
November 2015, has decreased by $537,732.44 from $24,647,170.95 to 24,109,438.51. 
While cash in Council’s bank account decreased by $709,739.82 from $1,484,787.00 to 
$775,047.18. 
 
There is an overall decrease in cash and investments of $1,247,472.26 since 30 
November 2015. 
 

INVESTMENT REGISTER 2015/16 

INSTITUTION 
INV 
TYPE 

DATE 
LODGED  DATE DUE  DAYS  INT   VALUE 30.11.15 

VALUE 
31.12.15  % OF TOTAL 

AMP  On Call  26.08.14        2.55  1,027,442.53  1,027,442.53  4.26% 

CBA  On Call           1.95  4,537,732.44  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

AMP  TD  29.10.15  17.02.16  111  2.65  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  24.08.15  16.12.15  114  2.75  1,000,000.00  0  0.00% 

IMBS  TD  18.11.15  17.02.16  91  2.75  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  30.09.15  13.01.16  105  2.75  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

NAB  TD  02.12.15  16.03.16  105  2.85  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  24.12.15  20.04.16  118  2.98  0  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  14.12.15  16.03.16  91  2.9  0  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  21.10.15  20.01.16  91  2.9  1,023,674.25  1,023,674.25  4.25% 

   TD  29.09.15  06.01.16  99  2.9  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

WESTPAC  TD  09.10.15  09.01.16  92  2  1,013,606.50  1,013,606.50  4.20% 

ST GEORGE  TD  19.09.15  19.01.16  122  2.9  976,735.93  976,735.93  4.05% 
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   TD  26.10.15  24.02.16  120  2.75  1,008,690.41  1,008,690.41  4.18% 

ME BANK  TD  25.11.15  24.02.16  91  2.85  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  23.12.15  06.04.16  105  2.95  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  30.10.15  03.02.16  96  2.85  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

     
30.11.201
5  02.03.16  93  2.9  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE 
CREDIT 
UNION  TD  14.12.15  30.03.16  107  2.9  0  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  14.12.16  23.03.16  100  2.9  0  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

NEWCASTLE 
PERMANENT  On Call  25.05.15        2  1,024,410.78  1,024,410.78  4.25% 

FAMILY  FIRST 
CREDIT 
UNION  TD  03.11.15  01.02.16  90  2.5  1,034,878.11  1,034,878.11  4.29% 

BANK OF QLD  TD  30.10.15  10.02.16  103  2.65  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

MY  STATE 
BANK  TD  25.11.15  02.03.16  98  2.9  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

   TD  30.11.15  09.03.16  100  2.9  1,000,000.00  1,000,000.00  4.15% 

TOTAL                 24,647,170.95  24,109,438.51  100.00% 

I, Juli‐Ann Brozek, Lithgow City Council’s Group Manager Corporate & Community certify as required under Local Government 
(General) Regulations 2005, that Council's investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, 
Regulations and Lithgow City Council's Investment Policy. 

 
Opening Balance of cash and investments as at 30 November 
2015 

$26,131,957.95

Plus New Investments –  December 2015 $4,000,000.00 
Less Investments redeemed – December 2015 $5,247,472.26
Closing Balance of cash and investments as at 30 December 
2015 

$24,884,485.69

 
If the movement in the bank account is negative, this is shown as a net redemption. If the 
movement in the bank account is positive this is shown as a net new investment. 
 
On the graph below historical and current investments to 31 December 2015 are shown.  
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A large proportion of Council’s investments are held as restricted assets for specific 
purposes. Restricted assets may consist of externally restricted assets which must be 
spent for the purpose for which they have been received e.g. Water, Wastewater, 
Stormwater, Domestic Waste, Parking, or internally restricted assets which have been 
set aside by Council resolution. Some internal restrictions are held to fund specific 
liabilities such as employee leave entitlements and bonds and deposits. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Investments are held in accordance with the Lithgow City Council's Investment Policy at 
the date of investing funds. On 27 October 2014 Council adopted a draft of the 
Investment Policy as Policy 8.7 which includes the Minster’s Investment Order of 12 
January 2011. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Interest earned to 31 December 2015 is $193,417.56. Interest is paid on the maturity 
date of the investment, however an entry is performed at month end to account for 
interest earned but not yet received. The budget for interest income is determined by the 
average level of funds held and the rate of return. Adjustments to the budget estimate 
are processed through Council’s Quarterly Budget Review process. Interest Returns are 
determined by average funds invested and the rate of interest return.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Investments are held in accordance with the Lithgow City Council's Investment Policy at 
the date of investing the funds. On 27 October 2014 Council adopted a draft of the 
Investment Policy as Policy 8.7 and investments will comply with this Policy which 
includes the following:  
 
 Local Government Act 1993 - Section 625 
 Local Government Act 1993 - Order dated 12 January 2011 
 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
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 Trustee Amendment (Discretionary Investments) Act 1997 Section 14A (2), 14c(1) 
& (2) 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Investments of $24,109,438.51 and cash of $775,047.18 for the period 
ending 31 December 2015 be noted. 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

ITEM-13 CORP - 08/02/16 - DISABILITY ACCESS COMMITTEE MINUTES - 30 
NOVEMBER 2015  

 
REPORT BY:  V GULABOVSKI - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-64: Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 23 March 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

This report details the minutes of the Disability Access Committee meeting held on 30 
November 2015. 
 

COMMENTARY 

At the Disability Access Committee meeting held on 30 November 2015 various items 
were discussed by the committee including: 
 
 Disability Inclusion Action Plan 
 Footpath along Commens Street and Brays Lane 
 Liveable Communities Grant 
 Halloween and Accessibility 
 2016 Meeting Schedule 
 Recommendation to appoint a Leanne Walding to the Committee.  
 Guest Speaker, Kim Scanlon reporting on ‘Community Conversation’ 
 General business 

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
In accordance with the terms of reference of S355 Committees of Council. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Local Government Act NSW 1993 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Disability Access Committee meeting 30 November 2015 
2. Community Conversation Report - Lithgow Information and Neighbourhood Centre 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1. Note the minutes of the Disability Access Committee meeting held 30 

November 2015. 
2. Appoint Leanne Walding to the Disability Access Committee. 
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ITEM-14 OPER - 08/02/16 - 8 DECEMBER 2015 - SPORTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  

 
REPORT BY:  I STEWART – GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-308:  Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 16th November 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

This report details the Minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee Meeting held on 8th 
December 2015. 
 

COMMENTARY 

At the Sports Advisory Committee held on 8th December 2015, there were numerous 
items discussed by the Committee, including: 
 

 Financial Assistance Requests 
 2015 LJ Hooker Reg Cowden Sports Star of the Year Awards 
 Booking Requests 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee meeting held on 8th December 2015. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council note the minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee held on 8th 
December 2015. 
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ITEM-15 ENVIRO - 08/02/16 - ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES - 16 DECEMBER 2015  

 
REPORT BY:  A MUIR – GROUP MANAGER ENVIRONMENT & DEVELOPMENT  
 

SUMMARY 

This report details the Minutes of the Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting held 
on 16 December 2015. 
 

COMMENTARY 

At the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting held on 16 December 2015 there 
were 8 items on the agenda which are outlined in the attached minutes.   Only one of the 
items, Item 4, requires a resolution of Council.  The committee was of a view that the 
proposed Management Plan for Hassan’s Walls should satisfy the provisions of the 
Crown Lands Act as it should provide a better opportunity for funding opportunities for 
the reserve. This requires an initial request to the Minister for Primary Industry.    
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes from the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting held on 16 December 
2015. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT:  
1. Council note the minutes of the Environmental Advisory Committee held on 16 

December 2015. 
2. The proposed Plan of Management for Hassan’s Walls be prepared to satisfy 

the provisions of the Crown Lands Act and that the Minister for Primary 
Industry be requested to provide permission to prepare the Plan of 
Management in these terms. 
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ITEM-16 CORP - 08/02/16 - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING - 12 JANUARY 2016  

 
REPORT BY:  M JONES – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
 
REFERENCE 
 
Min No 15-258:  Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 28 September 2015 
Min No 15-330:  Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 14 December 2015 
 
SUMMARY 
 
This report details the minutes of the Community Development Committee meeting held 
on 12 January 2016.  
 
COMMENTARY 
 
At the Community Development Committee meeting held 12 January 2016 various items 
were discussed by the Committee, including: 
 
CITIZENSHIP AWARDS AND AUSTRALIA DAY 2016 - The Committee discussed the 
program for the 2016 Australia Day event and decided the recipients of the NSW Local 
Citizenship Awards.  
 
RECOGNITION OF JAMES MALONE ROBSON – The committee recommends that 
Council advertise for a period of 14 days its intention to rename the Lithgow Aquatic 
Centre to the J M Robson Aquatic Centre in honour of Jim Malone Robson. 
 
PROPOSED 2016 MEETING SCHEDULE – The Committee reviewed and endorsed the 
proposed meeting schedule for 2016. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Local Government Act NSW 1993, Section 356 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Community Development Committee Minutes of 12 January 2016.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1. Note the minutes of the Community Development Committee meeting held 12 

January 2016. 
2. Advertise for a period of 14 days its intention to rename the Lithgow Aquatic 

Centre to the JM Robson Aquatic Centre in honour of Jim Malone Robson. 
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ITEM-17 OPER - 08/02/16 - 19 JANUARY 2016 - SPORTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  

 
REPORT BY:  I STEWART – GROUP MANAGER OPERATIONS 
 

REFERENCE 

Min No 15-308:  Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 16th November 2015 
 

SUMMARY 

This report details the Minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee Meeting held on 19th 
January 2016. 
 

COMMENTARY 

At the Sports Advisory Committee held on 19th January 2016, there were numerous 
items discussed by the Committee, including: 
 

 Financial Assistance Requests 
 Booking Requests 

 
The following items were outside the Committee’s delegations and require Council to 
formally consider the recommendations: 
 

 Portland Colts RLFC 
 

THAT Council waive the outstanding debts to Portland Colts due to the change in 
the Committee structure and the need for Portland Colts to continue to play in 
2016 under the new Committee structure. 

 
 Declaration of Lithgow Aquatic Centre as Low Patronage Venue 

 
THAT Council adopt the Lithgow Aquatic Centre as a low patronage venue 
subject to the Policy document detailing the protocols applicable to a low 
patronage venue being advertised for public comment. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee meeting held on 19th January 2016. 
2. Lithgow Aquatic Centre Low Patronage Venue Policy 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 
1. Note the minutes of the Sports Advisory Committee held on 19th January 

2016; 
2. Waive the outstanding debts to Portland Colts due to the change in the 

Committee structure and the need for Portland Colts to continue to play in 
2016 under the new Committee structure; and 

3. ADOPT the Lithgow Aquatic Centre as a low patronage venue subject to the 
Policy document detailing the protocols applicable to a low patronage venue 
being advertised for public comment. 
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NOTICES OF RESCISSION 

ITEM-18 NOTICE OF RESCISSION MOTION - 08/02/16 - RENAMING OF STH 
LITTLETON HALL TO KIDDLE MEMORIAL HALL  

 
Rescission Motion received at Council meeting held on Monday 14 December 2015: 
 
In light of the resolution in relation to Item 16 at tonight's Council meeting on the 
proposed naming of Kiddle Park we the undersigned wish to rescind Resolution to Item 
12(2): 
 
"Advertise for a minimum of 14 days the proposal to rename the South Littleton Hall to 
the Kiddle Memorial Hall" 
 
This Notice of Rescission has been duly signed by 3 Lithgow City Councillors. 
 
Councillor Martin Ticehurst 
Councillor Wayne McAndrew 
Councillor Frank Inzitari 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council rescind part 2 of Resolution 15-330, i.e: “Advertise for a minimum of 
14 days the proposal to rename the South Littleton Hall to the Kiddle Memorial Hall" 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1.  Item 12 Council Meeting – 14 December 2015 
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BUSINESS OF GREAT URGENCY 

In accordance with Clause 241 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
business may be transacted at a meeting of Council even though due notice of the 
business has not been given to the Councillors. However, this can happen only of: 
 
a) A motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting: and 
b) The business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of 

great urgency. 
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CLOSED COUNCIL 

ITEM-19 CONFIDENTIAL - CLOSED COUNCIL - CORP - 08/02/16 - ENTERING 
INTO A CONTRACT FOR A UNIFIED COMMUNICATIONS SOLUTION  

 
REPORT BY:   A SHELTON – IT MANAGER 
 
This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business 
relating to the following: - 
 

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on 
a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business 

 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council resolution to enter into a contract with 
Uplinx for the provisioning and support of a Unified Communications IP based telephony 
system. The request for quotation/tender was undertaken as a joint project by Centroc 
for the participating Council’s. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council consider the report in relation to entering into a contract for a unified 
communications solution in closed council in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c) of 
the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
 


