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$32 MILLION AVAILABLE FOR MINING COMMUNITIES 
 
Regional and rural communities affected by mining can now apply for a share of $32 
million made available by the NSW Government through the Resources for Regions 
program. 
 
Minister for Regional Development John Barilaro is encouraging local communities 
to work together to develop strong applications for funding. 
 
“Applications to fund economic and social infrastructure projects are now open to 
communities in local government areas (LGAs) outside the Sydney metropolitan 
area that have been affected by mining,” Mr Barilaro said. 
 
“Mining is an important contributor to the NSW economy, but it puts extra pressure 
on community infrastructure. 
 
“The NSW Government is working hard to relieve that pressure to ensure long term 
economic viability for regional communities and the Resources for Regions Program 
is just one way we are doing that. 
 
“Since 2012, over $207 million has been allocated to mining affected communities 
throughout the State and the NSW Government will continue to support economic 
growth and productivity in the regions.” 
 
Minister for Industry, Resources and Energy, Anthony Roberts, said Resources for 
Regions recognises the important contribution mining makes to regional NSW. 
 
“Mining not only contributes significant royalties to the State to help build our roads, 
schools and hospitals, it supports more than 100,000 jobs in NSW,” Mr Roberts said. 
 
“The Resources for Regions Program is another great example of regional 
communities benefiting from mining activities that take place in their area.” 
 
Expressions of interest will close on 7 April 2016. 
 
For more details about the Resources for Regions Program, please visit 
www.industry.nsw.gov.au/resourcesforregions 

 

Kailee ShawMinister Barilaro0408 389 549 

Tim PotterMinister Roberts 0417 822 957 

http://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/resourcesforregions
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Minister’s Message

Mining plays an important role in regional NSW. The 
industry contributes significant royalties to the State which 
are reinvested in roads, schools and hospitals; it provides 
training opportunities to apprentices and supports more 
than 100,000 jobs across NSW.

The NSW Government recognises that mining can place 
unique pressures on regional infrastructure and services. 
Resources for Regions is the first program of its kind in 
this State and reflects the NSW Government’s strong 
commitment to building infrastructure and creating jobs 
in regional areas. 

Since 2012, Resources for Regions has delivered $208 
million to 32 projects across the State’s most affected 
mining communities, revitalising infrastructure and 
relieving specific burdens that mining related activities 
can have on our towns and regional cities.  

Projects like the Muswellbrook Hospital, Narrabri Water 
Supply project and Broken Hill Civic Centre have had a 
profound impact on their communities – creating jobs, 
driving economic growth and delivering better services. 

The 2015-16 Resources for Regions program will provide 
greater opportunities for all mining affected communities 
across regional NSW. In line with our election commitment, 
all regional Local Government Areas (LGAs) are invited to 
submit an expression of interest (EoI) for projects that 
will benefit their local communities. Being a competitive 
process, applicants are required to demonstrate their 
level of mining affectedness and undergo an economic 
assessment.

The NSW Government has an unwavering commitment of 
providing three per cent of Restart NSW to the Resources 
for Regions program. Up to $32 million is available for the 
2015-16 program, which will see the total NSW commitment 
to the program exceed $240 million since 2012.

Resources for Regions is another great example of 
regional communities benefitting from mining activities. 
With more LGAs eligible than ever before, I encourage all 
eligible applicants to review the guidelines and put forward 
proposals that will better support their communities and 
ensure long term economic viability.

John Barilaro

Minister for Regional Development, Skills and Small
Business.

WHAT WE ARE DOING

Since 2012, the Government has 
committed $240 million to mining affected 
communities.

Already, $208 million has been provided to 
32 projects across the State’s most affected 
mining communities.  

Up to $32 million is now available.

In 2015-16 the Resources for Regions 
program is changing to deliver on our 
promise to broaden the program to all 
mining affected communities across regional 
NSW.
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INVITATION

The NSW Government is inviting Expressions of Interest 
(EoI) for funding under the Resources for Regions 
program. 

Established under the NSW Government’s Restart NSW 
Fund, Resources for Regions aims to deliver improved 
local infrastructure and services to mining affected 
communities.

The mining industry makes a significant contribution to 
the economic prosperity of NSW, particularly in regional 
areas.  The NSW Government recognises that the mining 
activity that generates this wealth can also place additional 
stress on regional communities. The Resources for 
Regions program demonstrates the NSW Government’s 
commitment to supporting these communities.

This year, eligibility to secure Resources for Regions 
funding has expanded to all regional LGAs that can 
demonstrate that they are mining affected to a significant 
degree. EoIs are invited from local government,
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community groups, local businesses and non-government 
organisations in regional NSW. 

These guidelines apply to all projects seeking funding from 
the 2015-16 Resources for Regions program and outline 
the NSW Government’s objectives and desired outcomes 
of the program, who is eligible, how to apply, how we will 
assess the applications and roles and responsibilities.

Up to $32 million is available in the 2015-16 program.  
EoI opens in early February 2016, and closes on  7 April 
2016.

Restart NSW Fund:

The Restart NSW Fund was set up to improve 
economic growth and productivity in the State and, for 
that purpose, to fund infrastructure projects that will 
improve, in the case of the Resources for Regions 
program, local infrastructure in regional areas affected 
by mining operations.

The NSW Government has committed to reserve 
three per cent of the Restart NSW Fund for the 
Resources for Regions program.

HOW CAN MY ORGANISATION APPLY?

Eligible applicants should use the form provided on 
the website at www.industry.nsw.gov.au. Before 
submitting the form please ensure that all of the 
Program Criteria have been addressed.

Completed forms and all necessary material must 
be lodged with Infrastructure (INSW) by 7 April 2016.

By email: r4r@insw.com; or

By mail: Infrastructure NSW Resources for Regions, 
PO Box R220 Royal Exchange NSW 1225.

http://www.industry.nsw.gov.au
mailto:R4R%40insw.com?subject=
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ELIGIBILTY:

Who may apply ?

Project applications are invited from Joint Organisations 
of Councils (JOCs) and/or individual local councils, 
community groups, local businesses and non-government 
organisations. Project applications involving partnerships 
between groups are encouraged.

Eligible applicants must be located in a regional 
LGA (listed at www.industry.nsw.gov.au)  and must 
demonstrate that their community, which benefits from 
their proposal, are mining affected to a significant degree.

The NSW Government encourages councils to work 
together through their respective JOC, Regional 
Organisations of Councils (ROC), and Regional 
Development Australia (RDA) Committees to identify 
projects that involve more than one LGA and have been 
identified as regional priorities.

Map 02:   Location of Mines in NSW
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Applications from JOCs are encouraged. JOCs may submit 
an application for their member Councils when authorised 
to do so by the asset owners. 

Applicants are also encouraged to work with individual 
firms and industry organisations to identify potential 
projects. NSW Government agencies are not eligible for 
Resources for Regions funding in 2015-16. 

Mining affected communities

Organisations considering whether to submit projects 
must demonstrate that their community and infrastructure 
is mining affected by providing evidence of one or more 
of the following:

• Significant mining industry presence within the LGA
boundary. Mining presence may be in any of the three
stages of mining: exploration and development; mine
operations; or, contraction and mine remediation.

• Significant mine related demand for social and
community services.

• Significant mining industry related impact on
infrastructure.

CONTACT DETAILS

a. The Resources for Regions program process is
administered by NSW Department of Industry and
INSW. NSW Department of Industry regional staff
will provide local assistance and manage initial
enquiries regarding planned projects.

b. Questions about Resources for Regions,
including eligibility and the application process
can be emailed to r4r@insw.com.

Questions will be added to a Frequently Asked 
Questions document and made available on the 
NSW Department of Industry website.

http://www.industry.nsw.gov.au
http://r4r@insw.com
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What projects are eligible for funding?

The Resources for Regions program is open to projects 
that cater for both economic and social infrastructure.
Economic infrastructure includes roads, rail, local facilities 
to improve the movement of freight, airports, public 
transport, local water and sewerage projects.

Social infrastructure includes recreational facilities and 
childcare services and includes projects that support 
affordable housing and aboriginal employment and 
businesses.

Given that the funding for Resources for Regions comes 
from the sale of publicly owned assets, the focus will be 
on projects that involve the creation or enhancement of 
publicly owned assets.

Resources for Regions aims to provide grant funding for 
projects that:

• Are able to demonstrate alignment with local
government strategic plans, with the emphasis on projects
that contribute the most to the advancement of mining
affected regions.

• Are able to demonstrate that their community and
infrastructure services are subject to significant mining
industry impact.

• Deliver growth and economic benefits.

• Have a Benefit to Cost Ratio (BCR) higher than 1.0.

• Are not suitable for other programs.

IMPORTANT MILESTONES:

Information Sessions

The NSW Department of Industry will host regional 
information sessions on the commencement of 
the EoI phase. Dates and locations of information 
sessions will be published on the program website at 
www.industry.nsw.gov.au

Timetable

February March

 Expression of Interest

Detailed Application

Shortlisting

April May June

Feb 1 April 7 May 1 June 30

The application procedure will be a two step process:

1. Expressions of Interest stage opening in early 
February 2016 and closing on 7 April 2016.

2. Detailed applications stage when projects will be 
invited to submit full applications. 

All key dates will be published on the NSW Department of 
Industry website www.industry.nsw.gov.au

IS THERE A LIMIT TO THE 
AMOUNT OF FUNDING?

There is no set minimum or maximum amount 
that can be provided in grant funding under 
Resources for Regions.

Applicants are encouraged to consider and 
propose the maximum co-contribution to the 
project, from council, industry, users and other 
Federal and State Government sources.
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HOW WILL PROJECTS BE ASSESSED?

EoIs that are eligible and comply with the application 
requirements will be assessed against four program 
criteria:

1

2

3

4

Strategic Assessment

Economic Assessment

Affordability

Deliverability

Criteria 1: Strategic Assessment

All proposals will need to demonstrate that the project 
would:

A. Meet the statutory purpose of the Restart NSW Fund 
which is to improve economic growth and productivity in 
the State and, in this instance, ‘infrastructure projects that 
will improve local infrastructure in regional areas that are 
affected by mining operations’. Please show how the project 
will contribute to the advancement of the LGA and region 
and aligns with Community Strategic Plans. The project’s 
objectives should also align with NSW Government 
priorities, including the strategic infrastructure objectives 
outlined in the State Infrastructure Strategy and other 
regional strategies and policies.

B. Must demonstrate that their region and the community 
and infrastructure services that is the subject of the 
proposal is mining affected to a significant degree.
This should be demonstrated in two ways:

1. Demonstrate that mining is present to a significant 
degree in the community. Mining presence may be 
in any one of the three stages of mining: exploration 
and development; mine operations; or, contraction 
and mine remediation. Please refer to the NSW Mining 
website maps showing the extent of mining presence at 
www.nswmining.com.au.

2. Demonstrate that the presence (or withdrawal) of 
mining is having a significant impact on the infrastructure 
services to the community, for example by:

a. Significant mine related demand for social and 
community services.

b. Significant mining industry related impact on 
infrastructure.

Criteria 2: Economic Assessment

Applications must demonstrate how a project would have 
a positive impact on productivity and economic growth in 
the State through the creation or enhancement of publicly 
owned assets.

Examples include projects that:

• Provide new or diversified employment opportunities. The 
Resources for Regions program encourages applications 
that provide indigenous employment opportunities.

• Benefits mining industry productivity, for example, 
increases to labour supply from greater access to skills 
training in regions, and savings to the cost of operations 
through transport upgrades.

• Reduces the social impact of mining. The Resources for 
Regions program encourages applications that improve 
the attraction of mining areas to residents and businesses.
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HOW WILL PROJECTS BE ASSESSED?

Criteria 3: Affordability

All proposals will need to demonstrate affordability of 
the project relative to the available funding, taking into 
account net life-cycle cost impacts and allowing for on 
going operating and maintenance requirements.

Project construction cost estimates should be reasonably 
researched and validated and include an appropriate 
amount of contingency for the project stage and risks.

Projects with co-contribution from various sources are 
assessed favourably as they provide compelling evidence 
of high alignment with council’s priorities and make best 
use of Restart NSW Funds. In-kind contribution is also 
viewed as co-contribution under the program. Applicants 
are encouraged to consider and propose the maximum 
co-contribution to the project.

Criteria 4: Deliverability

All applicants will need to demonstrate that they have 
the capacity to deliver the project through robust 
strategies for procurement, project management and 
risk management. Infrastructure NSW will consider past 
performance on Resources for Regions projects when 
considering deliverability.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Consultation with external parties

The NSW Department of Industry will consult with relevant 
stakeholder groups which may include other NSW and 
Federal Government agencies, local council bodies, 
Members of Parliament, Regional Development Australia, 
independent experts and other external parties.

What happens after the EoI is submitted?

The EoI will be assessed against the eligibility and 
assessment criteria described above.

The assessment will be based on the information provided 
in the form and any supporting documentation as well as 
advice from other parties. 

The reviewers may request clarification or additional 
information from any applicant during the application 
process.

Shortlisting and funding recommendations will be 
submitted to the NSW Government following an 
independent assessment by the Regional Independent 
Assessment Panel (the Panel).

Cost Benefit Analysis

All Resources for Regions full applications must be 
accompanied by a completed cost benefit analysis 
(CBA). If you require assistance in preparing a CBA or 
require advice in developing the economic arguments for 
particular projects, please contact the NSW Department 
of Industry.

Confidentiality & Disclosure

All information submitted by the Applicant may be 
provided to other organisations for the purposes of 
eligibility and project proposal appraisal.

Summary information about the project application will be 
posted on NSW Government websites unless you advise 
that you do not agree to its publication.

Applicants should identify any information submitted 
which they wish to be considered as confidential, 
supported by reasons for the request. Except as disclosed, 
INSW will keep all information confidential and secure.

Any request made under the Government Information 
(Public Access) Act 2009 for access to an application, 
including information marked ‘confidential’ will be 
determined in accordance with the Act.

Probity

The NSW State Government is committed to ensuring 
that the process for providing Restart NSW funding is 
transparent and in accordance with published guidelines. 
The NSW Government intends to provide information 
sessions to councils intending to apply for Resources for 
Regions funding.

All information provided at the information sessions, 
questions and answers and any change or clarification of 
the guidelines will be published on the NSW Department 
of Industry website at www.industry.nsw.gov.au
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Resources for Regions

SUPPORTING
MINING COMMUNITIES

Types of Resources for Regions funded projects

50%

21%

29%

Water  21  %

Transport 50 %

Amenities & Health 29 %

Resources for Regions 
Investment

$240m
Invested by the NSW 
Government in Resources for 
Regions since 2012.

REBUILDING 
REGIONAL NSW

Projects funded by 
NSW

32
PROJECTS

The NSW Government has 
provided Resources for Regions 
grants to 32 projects since 2012.

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
& PRODUCTIVITY

Regional mining directly 
injects

$13.6bn
INTO THE ECONOMY

Regional mining direct spending 

in NSW.
Source: NSW Mining, 2013-14 data

Employment

21,516

21,516 employees living in NSW.



NSW local government areas outside the Sydney metropolitan area are eligible to apply for the 
2015-16 Resources for Regions program. The local government areas that constitute the Sydney 
metropolitan area are:  
 

Ashfield Council 
Auburn City Council 
Bankstown City Council 
Blacktown City Council 
Blue Mountains City Council 
Botany Bay City Council 
Burwood Council 
Camden Council 
Campbelltown City Council 
City of Canada Bay Council 
Canterbury City Council  
Fairfield City Council 
Hawkesbury City Council 
Holroyd City Council 
Hornsby Shire Council 
Hunter’s Hill Council 
Hurstville City Council 
Kogarah City Council 
Ku-ring-gai Council 
Lane Cove Council 
Leichhardt Municipal Council 
Liverpool City Council 
Manly Council 
Marrickville Council 
Mosman Council 
North Sydney Council 
Parramatta City Council 
Penrith City Council 
Pittwater Council 
Randwick City Council 
Rockdale City Council 
City of Ryde 
Strathfield Council 
Sutherland Shire Council 
City of Sydney 
The Hills Shire Council 
Warringah Council 
Waverley Council 
Willoughby City Council 
Wollondilly Shire Council 
Woollahra Municipal Council  
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