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 Expression of Interest for the Fixing Country Rail 
Program  

 

Mayor of Lithgow City Council, Councillor Maree Statham, is 
keen to ensure our Rail Projects are on the list. 
 

The Chair of Centroc has suggested that it is vitally important that councils and 
businesses in the region provide an expression of interest under The Fixing 
Country Rail program.  
 
"Having met with officials at TfNSW last week, I encourage interested parties to 
submit EOIs for rail infrastructure. It is an unusual program in that it seeks 
advice from Councils when we don't own the asset. Having said that we are very 
aware of infrastructure needs in our communities so it is good to be asked," said 
Cr West, Chair of Centroc and Mayor of Cowra 
 
"We are transport constrained here in Central NSW and at the same time given 
our proximity to metropolitan markets and port and the resources in the region, 
there is so much opportunity. We need to work towards internationally 
competitive rail freight in and out of the region," said Lithgow City Council 
Mayor, Councillor Maree Statham. 
 
"We know the freight task is going to not only grow, but change. We know that 
the horticulture industry for example in western Sydney is being squeezed out. 
We are going to have increasing needs for smart controlled agriculture with 
ready access to customers be they in Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne or Asia," said 
Mayor Statham.  
 
"Another problem for freight by rail and freight in general is the congestion in 
Sydney. To think another 2 million people are going into western Sydney, I can't 
imagine the gridlock," said Mayor Statham. 



“At Council we are aware of some issues but if anyone in the freight industry has 
an idea for infrastructure improvements to help move freight by rail, now is the 
time to speak up,” said Mayor Statham. 
 
The Fixing Country Rail program complements Fixing Country Roads, which is all 
about improving freight movements between farms, key freight hubs like grain 
silos, saleyards, rail heads, supermarket distribution centres and depots. The EOI 
closes 6 May 2016. 
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