PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL FACTOR.


















Vegetation communities are still to be confirmed pending completion of plant
identification, but none are likely to constitute a threatened community. However, some
of the flora species identified, particularly the Stringybark species and the mistletoe could
provide foraging habitat for the Regent Honeyeater (Anthochaera Phrygia; listed as
critically endangered under the TSC and EPBC Act).
More than 70+ hollow bearing trees were identified, and marked with a handheld GPS
device, within and nearby the proposal footprint. Hollows were of a range of sizes (5cm
to >20cm) and could accommodate a variety of hollow-dependant species including
threatened species such as the Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) and Gang -gang
Cockatoo (Callocephalon fimbriatum) which have been recorded in the locality.
We found what is likely to constitute a population of Clandulla Geebung (P. marginata,
listed as Vulnerable under the TSC and EPBC Act) at varying densities along most of the
footprint. Individuals were found largely within the woodland along the road reserve,
including adjacent to the area of recent removal.
Targeted searches were undertaken for the Capertee Stringybark (Eucalyptus cannonii)
listed as Vulnerable under the TSC Act. Two complete samples were collected. One was
positively identified as the common species, Eucalyptus macrorhyncha, the other is was
sent to the Australian National Herbarium for identification – see below.
Anabat bat detectors were set out along the footprint. Again, we’re awaiting results, but
it’s likely at least foraging habitat for the Eastern Bentwing Bat (Miniopterus schreibersii
oceanensis; and potentially shelter habitat), and roosting habitat for Eastern False
Pipistrelle (Falsistrellus tasmaniensis).
Two scats were collected onsite and are currently being confirmed as there is potential
for the Spotted-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) to occur.
Several Scarlett Robins (Petroica boodang; listed as Vulnerable under the TSC Act)
were observed foraging throughout the woody debris within the woodland.
There is potential habitat for the Austral toadflax (Thesium australe, listed Vulnerable
under TSC and EPBC Act), associated habitat features were present (e.g. Themeda
australis) although our survey was outside of the optimal flowering period.
We inspected the vegetation recently removed and noted several mature, hollow-bearing
trees amongst those felled, some of which had a circumference of over two (2) metres.
Many hollows appeared to have been occupied by birds, possums and/ or potentially
bats (scats, scratchings, old invertebrate casings and fur), although it is difficult to
determine how recently. It is highly likely that the area recently removed constituted
Persoonia marginata habitat, and likely other threatened species habitat.
It is also worth noting one of the landholders reported historical records of the Squirrel
Glider in the area – however, the landholder thinks they disappeared after tree clearing
occurred previously for one of the local roads. It is possible that if they were persisting in
the area, that they moved further into the more extensive vegetation due to the
disturbance. However, we did not note any feed scars or other recent activity in the study
area from this species. This landholder has also commissioned her own ecological report
for the site, although she would not say from whom (apparently they’re disbanded). She
has stated that she will release that report, when Council releases theirs.

