
Lithgow’s CBD already has a number of 
key strengths such as its unique heritage 
streetscape, its easy connection to public 
transport, its myriad of independent business 
operators and its variety of public domain 
spaces including parks, the plaza and 
connecting streets and laneways.  

Despite these positives there are further 
opportunities that need to be investigated 
and actioned including activating under 
utilised buildings, increasing car parking 
efficiency and enabling our public domain 
spaces  to become attractive and vibrant 
centres of community activity.

Essential to making these improvements 
is building an understanding of the needs 
and aspirations of the community for the 
Lithgow CBD. A number of community 
engagement activities will be undertaken 
including consultation with key business, 
environmental and community stakeholder 
groups as well as online surveys, intercept 
surveys of pedestrians using the CBD and a 
Main St shop front drop in centre.

Keep a watch out for the promotion of 
these opportunities to participate in this 
key Council project on Councils webpage, 
facebook page and media releases.

Follow Lithgow City Council on     www.facebook.com/LithgowCityCouncil           

Lithgow CBD Revitalisation Action Plan

I’m extremely excited to see the 
number of major projects coming 
to fruition in our area.  Council is 
continually looking to improve the 
quality of life for our community 
and although some things take 
time to be realised,  with long-
term planning, hard work and 
perserverance we can build a 
brighter future for Lithgow.

In 1998, Lithgow became the first “Learning 
City” in NSW, a concept that promotes 
lifelong learning.  This facilitated many 
improvements in the area including new 
library facilities, a new school and educational 
programs ranging from Books for Babies to 
senior computer classes.  But the area still 
lacked a University presence.   Not anymore, 
today we have two University’s; Notre Dame 
Rural Clinical School and the newly opened 
UWSCollege.  

Council is moving ahead with plans 
for the replacement of the Black Bridge 
at Wallerawang.  A consultant has been 
appointed to undertake survey, design and 
geotechnical investigations with tenders 
for construction to be called later this year.  
The  two lane bridge will include a bike path, 
walkway and safety fencing.  The Black Bridge 
will remain in-situ during construction to 
minimise disruption to traffic.

A consultant has also been engaged to 
undertake detailed design of Stages 2 – 4 of 
the Lithgow Aquatic Centre.  Stages 2 and 
3 involve the construction of the indoor 
pool and enclosure and stage 4 will see 
the upgrade of the 50m pool to modern 
standards.  

The new Visitors Guide is out now!  The 
guide showcases the best the Lithgow area 
has to offer and I would like to thank all of 
the local advertisers for their support. 90,000 
copies of the guide have been printed and 
will be distributed to all Visitor Information 
Centres in NSW and at consumer shows.  

If you would like a handy take everywhere 
guide to the area download the Lithgow 
App from the App Store.  Linking to Google 
maps and websites, the App is a handy way 
to keep up to date with what is happening 
in the Lithgow area including events, local 
attractions, shop local guide, places to stay 
and what to see in our National Parks.  

Maree Statham
Mayor
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Shop Local for Mothers Day 2014

Building on the success of 
Halloween 13 and LithGlo in 
December 2013, Council will be 
partnering with the Lithgow 
Business Association and 
businesses throughout the Lithgow 
and Portland town centres to 
deliver a “shop local” promotion in 
the weeks leading up to Mother’s 
Day on Sunday 11 May 2014.

Shopping local is a great way to support 
our Lithgow community by helping to ensure 
that we:

1. Maximise local employment 
opportunities.

2. Support local entrepreneurs.
3. Keep the dollars spent in the local 

community.
4. Encourage competition in the market 

place.
5. Have variety and choice in products 

and services.
A number of promotional activities are 

being planned including themed shop 
window displays, a Facebook competition, 
and a Mother’s Day Shop Local Gift Guide 
featuring special promotional offers and 
discounts from participating businesses across 
Lithgow and Portland.

Vibrant public spaces

Have your say about revitalising 
our Town Centre!

With Council planning a number of 
community engagement activities as part 
of the development of the Lithgow CBD 
Revitalisation Action Plan during 2014, 
make sure you take up the opportunity 
to contribute ideas that can help make 
Lithgow’s town centre an even better place 
to visit, shop, work and live.  

Councils Lithgow CBD Revitalisation 
Action Plan Committee has identified 5 
main objectives to guide the development 
of the plan:

1. To maximise the destination appeal 
of the CBD for businesses, residents, 
and visitors.

2. To improve the connectivity, access 
and parking capacity within the CBD.

3. To identify adaptive reuse and 
redevelopment opportunities for 
key sites within the CBD to increase 
services, employment and resident 
numbers.

4. To provide an optimal range of 
community facilities and reduce 
opportunities for crime within the 
CBD.

5. To increase the environmental 
sustainability of the CBD.

Council and retailers are working together in Lithgow and Portland to promote ‘Shop Local’ programs - ShopGlo 2013 - The Grinch in ‘A Readers Heaven’

Council Connections

Shop locally and celebrate your Mum this Mother’s Day. 
Pictured: Paper Moon on Wolgan Mother’s Day Window Display 2013

Access to Water 
Meters 

Residents are encouraged to keep 
their water meters clearly visible 
and free from all obstacles and 
overgrowth that may prohibit the 
meter being read. 

In the event that the meter reader is unable 
to access the meter an averaged account will 
be raised using previous consumption at the 
property.

Foliage that covers or is located around the 
meter, (e.g. trees, shrubs etc) are to be trimmed 
or removed to allow clear access to the meter.

Should animals obstruct the reading a notice 
will be placed in the letter box requesting that 
the resident contact Council.

Residents are also encouraged to rectify 
breakages and leaks promptly to ensure 
unnecessary water usage and accounts.

Receive Rate and 
Instalment Notices 

by E-mail
Contact the Customer Service 

Department on 02 6354 9999 or 
download an application form from 

Council’s website 
www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au 

to receive your Lithgow City Council  
rate and instalment notices by e-mail.

Rate instalment Due
31 May 2014

Kerbside Recycling - A Success
Council would like to congratulate the community on embracing the new kerbside recycling 
service.  The new service has been in operation since November 2013 and has been well received 
by residents with recycling rates increasing by 150% over the old crate system.

The New Waste & 
Recycling Service  
Don’t forget your RECYCLING BIN is 
serviced FORTNIGHTLY on the same 

day of the week as your garbage bin. 

Your GARBAGE bin is serviced EVERY 
WEEK, as normal.

More information about how and 
when to use this service is available on  

Council’s website:
www.lithgow.com

Pearsons Lookout overlooking Pantoney’s Crown in the magnificent Capertee Valley

Recent events highlight how creative ideas can revitalise old spaces breathing new life and energy into Main Street.  
Pioneer Park, Halloween 13.



School Holiday 
Activities at the 
Lithgow Library 
Learning Centre

Join in the school holiday activities 
at the Lithgow Library Learning 
Centre this April.

The Easter Bunny will be visiting 
the Lithgow Library on Thursday 
the 17th April at 10.30am. 

Come along for stories, singing, craft, 
dancing and an Easter egg hunt. 

Children are welcome to come along 
to an Easter Card Making activity at the 
Portland Library on Saturday the 12th of April 
at 10.30am and at Wallerawang Library on 
Wednesday the 16th April at 2.30pm. 

Easter Library Closure
All libraries will be closed for the Easter Break, 
18 April 2014 to 21 April 2014 inclusive.  The 
book return chute will be closed during this 
time. All libraries will reopen at their usual 
times on Tuesday 22nd of April. The libraries 
will also be closed for Anzac Day, on 25 April 
2014.

Library Membership
Did you know that membership of your 
local libraries is free? All you need to join is 
identification with your current address.

Celebrating  creativity and  promoting community wellbeing

www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au

The Charles Hoskins Memorial Institute is once again a centre of learning within the City.  Gifted to the community in 1927 by the Hoskins Family it originally housed a large library, reading room, lecture rooms, 
hall for dancing, meetings and concerts and billiards rooms.  In 1939 it became the Lithgow City Library.  The Children’s Library opened in 1945 and the facility continued to operate as a library until 2004 when the 
library was relocated to Main Street.  In March 2014, following extensive refurbishment  the doors have been opened to students of the new Lithgow Campus of UWSCollege.

Don’t miss Ironfest  on 25-27 April  2014  at the Tony Luchetti Showground.

Membership entitles you to;
•	 Borrow books, magazines, DVD’s, etc (15 

items in total) for up to four weeks
•	 Free use the library computers or WiFi 

for 1 hour a day
•	 Access to a variety of databases such as 

Standards Australia and EBSCO
•	 Free help and advice locating 

information
So why not call in and explore your local 
library today?

Qualified Teacher, Fiona Loeb assist ingstudents at the Lithgow Library Learning 
Centre’s Homework Zone., a free service operating Monday - Thursday 3.30 - 5.30pm.

Eskbank House & Museum Oral 
History Program

The staff at Eskbank House & Museum are 
compiling an Oral History of Eskbank House 
and wish to contact anybody with a story or 
association regarding this historic site that is 
linked to so much of Lithgow’s history.

Eskbank House was built by Alexander Binning for 
Thomas Brown in 1842 and was owned successively by 
James Rutherford, William Sandford and Charles and George 
Hoskins. 

Bought by Eric Bracey in 1948 it was deeded into 
community ownership with the Lithgow District Historical 
Society as caretakers.  It was opened as a museum in 1966. 

In 2003, the Lithgow District Historical Society handed 
the museum back to Council and it continues to be 
maintained and run by Lithgow City Council as a museum 
for the community. 

The house has been used as a residence, office, girls 
school, flats for workers in the Small Arms Factory and even 
as a convalescence home for soldiers returning from World 
War II as well as a museum and art gallery. 

Its story is linked to Eskbank Station, Eskbank Colliery and 
Brickworks and the Blast Furnace and Ironworks.

If you have any stories from any of the eras of Eskbank 
House and would consent to having your recollections 
recorded please contact either Wendy Hawkes or Maggie 
Bent at Eskbank House and Museum.
Phone:  02 6351 3557
Email: Eskbank@lithgow.nsw.gov.au

Waste 2 Art 2014
Lithgow City Council and Netwaste present 
Waste2Art 2014.

Waste2Art is a community art exhibition and competition 
that shows creative works made from reused & recyclable 
waste materials. This exciting and innovative challenge 
invites schools, community groups and individuals to turn 
rubbish into an art form of their choice from sculptures to 
clothing.
Entry Forms Due: Friday 25 April 2014
Exhibition: May 7 – June 1 2014
Opening: Friday 9 May 2014, 2pm.

Images The Bowenfels Gun Emplacements will soon be open to the public 

Join the Thursday Knitters at the Lithgow Library Learning Centre at 
9.30am for a coffee, a chat, Knitting and crochet.

The theme for the National Trust 
Heritage Festival this year is 
‘Journeys’ and the library will be 
hosting an exhibition and guest 
speaker events to help celebrate 
our local heritage. 

The title of our festival is ‘The Journey to 
Lithgow: People, Land and Politics’  and will 
include an exhibition of images and objects 
relating to people whose contributions to the 
community have made Lithgow the place it 
is today. The display will feature Sir Joseph 
Cook’s journey to Lithgow and also a selection 
of postcards from the library’s photographic 
collection.  

The Journey to Lithgow                    
People, Land & Politics

The opening of the festival will be held 
in the Lithgow Library Learning Centre 
on Friday 11th April, 2014 at 5pm. The 
guest speaker at the opening will be Ray 
Christison who will give us an overview of 
Lithgow City Council’s heritage project – the 
“Migration Study”.

A series of guest speaker events will be 
held covering the topics - peoples’ journeys 
to Lithgow, their ownership and usage of 
the land and the politics they brought with 
them that has determined the character 
of the town. The dates for these will be 
available on the library & council’s web 
pages and Council’s facebook page closer to 
the festival.

Library Homework 
Zone
The Homework Zone is a great free 
service offered by the Lithgow 
Library Learning Centre.

The library provides a qualified 
teacher to assist and guide students. 
with their homework .  The service 
Operates  Monday to Thursday, 3.30pm. 
to 5.30pm during school term.

House bound Library 
Service
The Lithgow Library Learning 
Centre offers a Housebound 
Library Service to residents of 
Portland and Wallerawang.  

This service enables those who are 
housebound to access a wide range of 
library services.  

Whether due to illness, permanent or 
temporary disability, or being a full-time 
carer the Home Library Service will meet 
with you to discuss your needs and will 
deliver books and other materials to you 
at home.

If you, or someone you know, qualifies 
for this service please contact 

Kellie Drengenberg or Maureen 
Breckell on 02 6352 9100

Weekly Activities 
at Lithgow Library Learning Centre
•	 Children’s Storytime - Wednesday 

and Thursday at 10.30am.
•	 Home Work Zone - Monday to 

Thursday 3.30 - 5.30pm
•	 Knitting Group - Thursday 9.30am

Lithgow Visitor 
Information Centre
Need to know about any 
upcoming events?  Or are you 
looking at hosting an event? 

Contact the friendly staff at the Centre 
and they will be able to assist you.

Heading overseas and want to buy a 
loved one or friend a gift from Lithgow? 

 Call in!  We have a variety of Lithgow 
merchandise and local produce.

Open everyday 
(except Christmas Day) 

9am - 5pm.
1300 76 02 76

Will you be driving these 
school holidays?

These school holidays don’t trust your tired 
self...

These school holidays if you are on the road and driving 
remember that fatigue can kill.

Driver fatigue is one of the top three behavioural road 
safety issues in the Lithgow local government area along 
with speeding and drink driving.

Remember, fatigue crashes can happen at any time. On 
any drive, no matter how long or short. Use the tips below 
to help avoid driving tired and watch out for the early 
warning signs which include;
•	 Yawning
•	 Tired eyes
•	 Restlessness
•	 Over steering
•	 Poor concentration.

Top tips to avoid driving tired
•	 Get a good night’s sleep.
•	 Arrange to share the driving.
•	 Avoid driving at night.
•	 Plan to take regular rest breaks.
•	 Pull over for a break in a safe place.
•	 Take a nap, 20 minutes works best.

Planning ahead is the best way to deal with tiredness. 
All motorists can take a fast, fun and interactive test at 
testyourtiredself.com.au to see how tired they might be 
before driving. 

Many people do not realise how dangerous it is to drive 
while tired.

Being awake for around 17 hours has a similar effect on 
your driving ability as having a blood alcohol content of 
0.05 – so it’s just like being over the limit. 

So these school holidays, don’t trust your tired self. 
For further information on driver fatigue please visit            
www.rms.nsw.gov.au or phone 13 22 13.

A message from your local government road safety 
program.

Helping Learner Drivers 
Become Safer Drivers 
Workshop

Lithgow City Council in conjunction with 
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) will 
be conducting a two hour workshop for 
supervisors of learner drivers on Wednesday 7 
May.

Charabanc of tourists outside Hartley Courthouse.

Art Play for Adults 
Workshop

Thursday 15 May
Eskbank House & Museum

Explore your playful side and unleash your 
creativity in this workshop set in the inspiring                                   

Waste2Art 2014 exhibition. 
Contact: 02 6351 3557 
Wednesday to Sunday 

10am - 4pm 
www.lithgow.com/eskbank

www.facebook.com/LithgowCityCouncil

The workshop covers a variety of topics relevant to both the 
learner driver and their supervisors, offering practical advice 
on how to provide the most effective driving practice for the 
learner driver.
The topics covered at the workshop include;
•	 the graduated licensing scheme and licensing conditions
•	 young driver issues.
•	 the importance of supervised on-road driving experience
•	 mobile phone use.
•	 licence suspension .
•	 the contents of the learner driver log book.
For further information on the “Helping Learner Drivers Become 
Safer Drivers” workshops or to register please phone Lithgow 
City Councils Road Safety Officer on  02 6354 9999.

Drought-like Conditions Impact 
on Grading

Lithgow City Council has recently experienced 
some of the driest conditions on record for 
maintenance grading of local roads throughout 
the area in past 10 years.

Whilst recent grading of roads has occurred across much 
of the northern end of the local government area; Glen Alice, 
Glen Davis and Turon Gates.  During the extremely dry weather 
Council struggled to source enough water to make grading a 
worth while task in many of the outer remote parts of the LGA.

During times of extremely low rainfall, Council may be faced 
with scaling back scheduled grading of roads until weather 
patterns change to deliver extensive rainfall.  Without a 
satisfactory level of moisture in the ground, gravel road surfaces 
will not satisfactorily re-compact, potentially leading to soft 
bulldust like conditions which make it more hazardous for road 
users alike.

Council therefore asks for patience and understanding 
during periods of hot weather, and requests motorists to slow 
down and drive according to the conditions of the gravel roads 
until maintenance can be undertaken to improve surface 
conditions.

Ironfest 2014
Life on Mars

25-27 April
Tony Luchetti Showground 

Lithgow
‘An  Arts Festival with a Metal Edge’
Friday 1.00pm-6.00pm, Saturday 9am-6pm 

Sunday 10am-4pm
Contact: 02 6353 1638

www.ironfest.net

Have Your Say!
Draft Operational Plan 

2014/15
The Draft Operational Plan for 2014-2015 will 
be on exhibition during April & May.

Copies of the Draft Operational Plan are available 
on Council’s website, or for viewing at the Council 
Administration Centre, Wallerawang and Portland Libraries.  

Community Information Sessions will be held in Rydal, 
Hartley and Capertee or alternatively you can contact  
Deborah McGrath, Corporate Strategy & Communications 
Officer on 6354 9921 to make an appointment to discuss 
the Draft Plan.

Information on the Draft Operational Plan and the 
Community Information Sessions will be made available 


