Diverse festivals and events
Local History Access at
the Library

In order to improve services to the
Lithgow community, supervised
access to the local history area
will be changing. From the 5th
August 2013 the local history area
will be open to the public:
• Tuesday morning 10.00am1.00pm; and
• Thursday afternoon 2-5pm.

At other times this area will only be
available to regular researchers using the
microfilm resources.
Access to local history items listed on the
catalogue can be requested in the same way
as items in the stack (locked storage area).
That is, by filling in a request form at the
circulation desk.
Also as an ongoing project, as many
index resources as possible will be made
available online on Lithgow Library Learning
Centre website http://www.learningcentre.
lithgow.com/localstudies.html

House bound Library
Service
The Lithgow Library Learning
Centre offers a Housebound
Library Service to residents of
Portland.

This service enables those who are
housebound to access a wide range of
library services.
Whether due to illness, permanent or
temporary disability, or being a full-time
carer the Home Library Service will meet
with you to discuss your needs and will
deliver books and other materials to you at
home.
This service is initially being made
available to residents of Portland as a
pilot program to gauge interest and need
before it is launched to the greater Lithgow
community.
If you, or someone you know, qualifies for
this service please contact

Kellie Drengenberg or Maureen
Breckell on 6352 9100

Weekly Activities

at Lithgow Library Learning
Centre
• Children’s Storytime - Wednesday
and Thursday at 10.30am.
• Home Work Zone - Monday to
Thursday 3.30 - 5.30pm
• Knitting Group - Thursday
9.30am
Ph: 02 6352 9100

Daffodils at Rydal

Daffodils at Rydal 7and 8 September,
14 and 15 September 2013.

Enjoy the village experience, gardens,
music, history and food at Rydal. Several
private gardens in the village will be open, as
well as the public parks where thousands of
daffodils will be in bloom.
Three big country gardens Karingal, Solitary
Creek and Bark Ridge, will be open to the
public with an all day BBQ at the Bark Ridge
Country Garden. There is no extra charge to
enjoy the music. There are plenty of beautiful
picnic spots, particularly in Pioneers Park which
has had major improvements this year. Garden
entry supports charities in the Lithgow district
and this year funds will go to the Lithgow Kids
Breakfast Program and the Lithgow Gorrie Ban
Senior Support Program.
An all day BBQ and refreshments are
available in the Rydal Village.
Gardens open 10 am to 4pm. $10 entry
takes you to all the gardens.

Suzuki Dirt Classic
10

The tenth running of the legendary
Suzuki classic Dirt event will once
again be set amongst the rolling
hills of Wallerawang at “Clearview”
on the Wallerawang Rydal Road from
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 September.

Lush green grass as far as the eye can see
overlaid with some natural terrain motocross
tracks and a flowing enduro loop that winds its

way around much of the prime hills and dales
of the property.
All the same old elements of Classic Dirt
that you’ve come to know and love will still be
there - great tracks, camping on site, all facilities
on site (showers, toilets, food, drink), trade
stands, swap meet sellers, Legends Laps and
interviews, movies on Friday night, live band
on Saturday night, trivia competition and on it
goes.
For more information contact the Lithgow
Visitor Information Centre on 6350 3232.

“Devotion – Sir
Joseph and Dame
Mary Cook”

As the biggest downhill mountain bike
event in NSW it will attract high-profile athletes
from all over the state who will race for the
prestigious State Championship titles.
The race will be held in cooperation with the
Central Tablelands Mountain Bike Club and the
event centre will be based at the Lithgow Pony
Club with shuttled transport for racers to the
start line. Practice runs will be all Saturday and
race runs will commence on Sunday at lunch
time.
One of the big favourites in the U19 category
is Lithgow’s very own, Joel Willis, who currently
leads the State Series after Round 1 in Thredbo.
Come and get a piece of the action at the
“Lithgow Pony Express” race track at the RedAss
Downhill State Championships in September spectator entry is free and interested racers can
find out more about the competition and sign
up via www.rockytrailentertainment.com.

Maree Statham
Mayor

Local Government Reform where do we stand?

We have marked the bicentenary of these
landmark events in our nation’s history, not
only with festivities, but also with lasting
tributes to our early explorers, settlers and
indigenous peoples including:
•
•
•

An exhibition celebrating the lives
and achievements of Sir Joseph and
Dame Mary Cook will be on display
at Eskbank House Museum from 5
July - 7 October in the Courtyard
Gallery.

The RedAss Downhill State
Championship is coming to Lithgow
on 28-29 September 2013!

June 2013
Edition

Over the past few months, the
region has come alive with the Blue
Mountains Crossings Celebrations.

The RedAss
Downhill State
Championship

Pictured - Local rider Joel Willis

Council Connections

The couple moved to Lithgow in 1886 and
Sir Joseph worked in the Vale of Clwyyd mine
as he studied and worked his way up through
the unions and into politics. He was a minister
in the first Federal Government, became
Prime Minister in 1913, was knighted in 1918
and was High Commissioner in London. As
well as being beside him every step of his
career, and raising nine children, Dame Mary
was heavily involved in the Red Cross and
was made a Dame in the Order of the British
Empire in 1925 for this work.
This exhibition will focus on the lives of Sir
Joseph and Dame Mary including political,
social and family achievements. As well as
stories and images, several items from the
couple, not exhibited before, will be on
display; such as a lovely reference written
by Dame Mary for one of her maids and the
original letter from Her Majesty’s Privy Council
to Sir Joseph Cook offering him the position
of Australian High Commissioner in England.
The official opening will be held on
Saturday 6 July at 10am. For details contact
Eskbank House Museum on 6351 3557.

Lithgow Visitor Information Centre

Crossings! The play.
‘A Moment in Time’ exhibition
Restoration of the Mt York Historic Site
including updating of the interpretive signage
and plaque.
•
New signage for Cox’s Road. And
•
The Commemorative Coins which were
presented to students at all of our local
primary schools.
Congratulations to all of the hard working
volunteers and organising committees for
organising the Blue Mountains Crossings
Celebrations, Ironfest and a wide range of other
festivities and events over the past few months.
The Wolgan Road Upgrade is progressing
according to schedule with works expected to
be completed towards the end of the year. Once
complete this upgrade will reduce Council’s
increasing maintenance burden due to increased
traffic on Wolgan Road, and will also improve
safety and travel conditions for motorists and
residents of the valley.
Along with the Deputy Mayor, Cr Thompson,
and the General Manager, I attended the May
meeting of the CENTROC Board in the NSW
Parliament House. This meeting provided us
with a chance to meet with several Ministers on a
one-on-one basis to discuss issues of importance
to our area including Chris Hatcher, Minister for
Resources and Energy in relation to securing land
for the Lithgow Minerals and Industry Park and
Baal Bone Colliery; Jillian Skinner, Minister for
Health regarding the Lithgow Community Private
Hospital.
The very important issue of funding for the
upgrade of the Portland Sewerage Treatment
Works Katrina Hodgkinson, Minister for Primary
Industries. The Minister for Local Government,
Don Page and the matter of local government
reform was raised with him on the day.
This historic meeting was coordinated by
Andrew Gee, the Member for Orange as part of
his commitments from the Centroc Summit last
November. It was an extremely successful day and
I look forward to this being an annual event as it
provides the Centroc region and Lithgow Council
with a voice to State Parliament.

Your one stop shop for everything to see and do in the Lithgow Region
Need to know about any upcoming events? Or are you looking at hosting an event?
Contact the friendly staff at the Centre and they will be able to assist you.

Wallerawang Sewerage Treatment Plant Upgrade - The TCorp Report Benchmark Analysis of Council’s Key Ratios with other Group 4 Council’s states that: “Council’s
infrastructure backlog is higher than its peers” however “Council has the highest ‘building and infrastructure asset renewal ratio’in the peer group”.

Local Government in NSW is
potentially facing the biggest
changes in the industry in many
years with the Independent
Reivew Panel nearing completion
of their investigations into local
government reform.
In 2011, NSW Council’s attended the Destination
2036 event in Dubbo to discuss the future of
Local Government. In response to Destination
2036 the NSW State Government has appointed
a review panel to investigate and identify options
for governance models, structural arrangements
and boundary changes for local government in
NSW.
In conducting their investigations the review
panel was required to take into consideration the
ability of each Council:
1. To support the current and future needs of
local communities
2. To deliver services and infrastructure
efficiently, effectively and in a timely manner
3. The financial sustainability of each LGA
4. Barriers and incentives to encourage
voluntary boundary changes.
In response the Independent Review Panel
requested NSW Treasury (TCorp) to undertake
an assessment of the financial capacity and
sustainability of all 152 NSW Councils. TCorp
assessed each Council to determine its:

1.

Financial capacity to undertake additional
borrowings
Long-term sustainability
Financial performance in comparison to a
range of similar Councils and measure against
prudent benchmarks.

their member Councils, strengthening the system
of local government and enabling better working
2.
relations with State agencies. Each County Council
3.
should have the following set of core functions:
•
Strategic regional and sub-regional planning
•
Regional advocacy, inter-government
relations and promoting collaboration with
All Council’s were provided with a Financial
State and Federal agencies in infrastructure
Sustainability Rating on a scale of ‘Very Strong’
provision.
to ‘Distressed.’ Lithgow was rated amongst the
•
Management of, or technical support for,
32 Council’s who received a rating of ‘sound’.
water utilities (except for the Lower Hunter
Only two Council’s received a rating above this
and Illawarra which are served by Stateof strong, one of which was City of Sydney. This
owned corporations).
means Lithgow was assessed as:
Road network planning and major projects
•
Having adequate capacity to meet its financial •
Waste and environmental management
commitments in the short, medium and long •
(including weeds and floodplain
term.
management)
•
Possibly being a recorder of minor to
•
Regional economic development
moderate operating deficits, but with the
•
Library services
capacity to address its operating deficits,
•
‘High Level’ Corporate services
manage major unforseen financial shocks
and any adverse changes in its business with Membership of the County Councils should
minor or moderate revenue and/or expense
automatically comprise the mayors of member
adjustments. The expense adjustments are
councils and chairs of local boards. The Regional
likely to result in some changes to the range
Centre would house the County Council Secretariat
of and/or quality of services offered.
with the Mayor of the Regional Centre becoming
•
Having the capacity to manage core business Chairperson. This dual role would become a fullrisks is sound.
time position. Although at this stage it is unclear
Although the panel does not propose that Lithgow how the new County Councils would operate
it is considered likely that it would have a very
Council should amalgamate with an adjoining
detrimental effect on the operations of many
Council, it does propose that Lithgow become a
member of the proposed Mid West County Council Councils, including Lithgow.
with Bathurst Regional, Oberon and Mid Western
Council’s.

It is proposed that County Councils will undertake
a broad range of strategic functions to support

Heading overseas and want to buy a loved one or friend a gift from Lithgow?
Call in! We have a variety of Lithgow merchandise and local produce.

The Review Panel has been conducting an
extensive consultation process including holding
community hearings in a number of metropolitan
and regional centres. The final report is due out
in September 2013 and Council will endeavour to
keep the community informed throughout this
process.

Open everyday (except Christmas Day) 9am - 5pm.

Council Meeting Dates

180 Mort Street
PO Box 19
Lithgow NSW 2790
Tel: 1300 661 033 or 6354 9999
Fax 6351 4259
council@lithgow.nsw.gov.au
www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au

Follow Lithgow City Council on

Lithgow Visitors Centre
Tel: 02 6350 3230
tourism@lithgow.nsw.gov.au
www.tourism.lithgow.com

Eskbank House Museum
Tel: 02 6351 3557
eskbank@lithgow.nsw.gov.au
www.lithgow.com/eskbank

www.facebook.com/LithgowCityCouncil

Lithgow Library
Learning Centre

Tel: 02 6352 9100
lithgow.library@lithgow.nsw.gov.au
www.learningcentre.lithgow.com

Monday 8 July
Monday 29 July
Monday 19 August
Monday 9 September
Monday 30 September

Rate installment Due
31 August 2013

Newly installed outdoor gym equipment adjoining the Children’s Playground
in Queen Elizabeth Park.

Wolgan Road 14.2km Major Road Upgrade project. Cost $4.2million jointly funded by
Emirates Resort and NSW State Government.

On
Exhibition
Have Your
Say!
Our Place...Our Future
The Planning Proposal for the
Draft Lithgow Principal Local
Environmental Plan 2013 is
currently on public exhibition.

Council encourages all residents,
landowners and community groups to
review the planning documents in relation
to their property, neighbourhood or area of
interest and use this opportunity to provide
valuable feedback.
If you require further information please
contact Council’s Strategic Planning Team
02 63549906.

Draft Generic Community
Lands Plan of Management
This Plan of Management outlines
the values and features of Council’s
“community” land assets, and
clarifies how Council intends to
manage, use or develop the land in
the future.

The purpose of the Plan of Management
is to:
• Contribute to the City’s broader strategic
goals and functions
• Ensure compliance with the Local
Government Act 1993; and
• Provide clarity in the future development,
use and management of community land
Submissions from the community are
invited until 4.30pm on Thursday 18 July
2013.

Pedestrian Access Mobility
Plan for the GWH
The Draft Pedestrian Access and
Mobility Plan (PAMP) Study for the
Great Western Highway through
Lithgow is currently being finalised.

As part of the study, a community survey
was undertaken to understand the issues
affecting pedestrians when walking along
the highway. The respondents identified
Col Drewe Drive as an important crossing
point on the highway for pedestrians. The
following key issues were raised:
• Lack of safe crossing opportunities,
• Missing footpaths on the western
side of the highway; and
• Concern about motorist behaviour.
The draft PAMP will be reported to an
upcoming Council meeting for public
exhibition.
Documents on Public Exhibition
are available for viewing or
downloading at
www.council. lithgow.com

Early morning at Lake Pillans Wetland looking towards Blast Furnace Park above

Working together to develop sustainable lifestyles for all!
Swimming Pools
Register

In response to the high number
of drownings that occur in private
swimming pools every year, the
state government has introduced
a Swimming Pool Register for the
owners of all pools.

It is now compulsory under the provisions
of the Swimming Pools Amendment Act
2012 for the owners of all swimming pools
to register their pool on the statewide online
Swimming Pool Register.
The register is found online at www.
swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au.
A public awareness campaign is being
run by the Royal Lifesaving Society and the
Division of Local Government’s website
(www.dlg.nsw.gov.au) also includes
information that may assist pool owners.
Council officers are available to assist
customers should they have questions
relating to their obligations under the
legislation.
Council is required by 29 October 2013
to develop and adopt an appropriate
risk based assessment and inspection
program for all pools in its area. Following
development of this program owners
of pools will be contacted to arrange
inspections of their pool by Council to
ensure compliance with the Swimming
Pools Act. Particular attention will be paid to
compliance with fencing requirements.
Further information can be obtained
by contacting Council’s Environment and
Development Division on 6354 9999.

Receive Rate
and Installment
Notices by E-mail
Contact the Customer Service
Department on 02 6354 9999 or
download an application form
from Council’s website

www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au
to receive your Lithgow City
Council rate and installment
notices by e-mail.

Partnering with local businesses to
revitalise our Mainstreet economy

A Giant Jumping Pillow
for the Aquatic Centre
Council and Lithgow Swimming
Club are working together to
ensure the long-term viability
of the newly developed Aquatic
Centre for the enjoyment of
everyone.

The Lithgow Swimming Club recently
received a grant of $17,490 from the
NSW Government’s Community Building
Partnership Program (CBP) for the
installation of a Jumping Pillow at the
Lithgow Aquatic Centre.
Jumping pillows are extremely popular at
caravan parks and leisure centres. This is the
first one to be installed in the Central West
and is guaranteed to provide endless hours
of fun and exercise for both children and
adults.
The Mayor, Councillor Maree Statham congratulating Karen from ‘‘Paper Moon on Wolgan”in Portland on
winning the 2013 Inaugural Mother’s Day Shopfront Competition.

A large number of Main St
shopfront windows in Lithgow
were beautifully “dressed for
success” in the weeks leading up to
Mothers Day this year.

It’s all part of an ongoing Main St
revitalisation program being actioned by
Council to support the economic vitality of
our mainstreets in Lithgow, Wallerawang
and Portland.
The program is now delivering
the benefits identified in Councils
Economic Development Strategy and
Lithgow Business and Retail Strategy by
encouraging residents to shop local and
showcasing our retail offer to new visitors.
The Mothers Day ‘Message to your
Mum” competition kicked off with a visual
merchandising workshop conducted
by Council and specialist consultant
AUSVM in April 2013. The workshop
was enthusiastically attended by over
20 business operators and their staff.
Everyone heard about the economic
benefits of installing attractive window
displays as well as tips and techniques
for designing them. This was followed by
a walk down Main St looking at different
window displays and critiquing along the
way.
The workshop theory was then put in to
practice when over 20 stores participated

in the ensuing Mothers Day Shopfront
Competition and created some stunningly
themed window displays. Shoppers were
given the chance to vote for their favourite
shopfront display by completing an entry
form in participating stores.
Over 400 entries were received by stores
in Lithgow and Portland. The competition
winner was Paper Moon on Wolgan in
Portland with the runner up Bianca Villa in
Main St Lithgow. The random draw winner
was Ms Ellen Dellabosca from Lithgow who
received a host of prizes sponsored by local
businesses. These included flowers from
Lithgow’s Rustic Rose Florist, a photographic
session by Visual Evolutions, hairstyling by
34 On Main Hairdressers and a basket of
delicious local produce from Capertee Valley
Saffron.
Council will continue to support Main
Street businesses with further workshops,
events and promotions currently being
planned. This includes a spectacular night
time Halloween promotion centred around
Cook St Plaza on 31 October 2013 as well as
the major Lithglo event to be held on 12, 13,
14 December 2013.
If you would like more information
about how to participate contact Councils
Economic Development Officer, Matt
Brewster on 63 54 9999.

Household Chemical
Cleanout

Have you ever wondered what
to do with those unwanted, outof-date or leftover household
chemicals found in your kitchen,
bathroom, laundry, garage or
garden shed?

The correct way to dispose of potentially
hazardous chemicals is through the
CleanOut program. The CleanOut is a FREE
service for the safe disposal of a range
of common household chemicals which
could cause harm to human health and the
environment if not disposed of correctly.
Council will be conducting a Chemical
CleanOut in September for households not
businesses. Details of dates and where to
drop-off your chemicals will be advertised
closer to the event in local media and on
Council’s website and facebook page.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Poisons
Gas bottles
Fire extinguishers
Pool chemicals
Hobby chemicals
Acids and alkalis

and commercial quanties are not accepted at
CleanOut Centres. Businesses should contact the
Environment Line on 131 555 to find out correct
disposal for chemicals.

From your car
•
Car batteries
•
Motor oils, fuels and fluids
Please handle and transport chemicals
carefully:
•
NEVER MIX CHMICALS as this may produce
dangerous reactions
•
Wherever possible keep all chemicals in
their original containers
•
Ensure containers are clearly labelled
and well sealed. If you do not know the
contents, label the container ‘Unknown
chemical’.
•
Liquid can leak during transport: wrap
containers holding liquids securely in
newspaper, place in sturdy plastic bags and
then in plastic buckets or trays.
•
Keep household chmical saway from
passengers, e.g. in the boot.
Remember the Household Chemical CleanOut
is for households only. Business related

Energy Efficiency is high
on Council’s Agenda

With the rising cost of gas and
electricity Council is replacing old,
inefficient heating/cooling appliances
with renewable energy sources.
This will not only help Council save
money on gas and electricity bills but
reduce its carbon footprint combating
Climate Change and preserving our
natural environment

Council recently replaced the gas powered
pool heater with an energy efficient solar
collector which will increase the energy efficiency
of Lithgow’s Pool by at least 20%.
This project has been undertaken in
conjunction with the Australian Government
Community Energy Efficiency Program being
rolled out in the Centroc Region.
The program involves the installation of

Council & Government Rebates
Item

Organisation

Rainwater Tanks

Lithgow City Council

Conditions

Money
Available

Tanks between 2,000 and 4,999 Litres

$150

Tanks over 5,000 litres

$300

Don’t Forget to read the Fine Print
Must be residential property and connected to mains
supply.

Washing Machines

Lithgow City Council

Four star WELS or AAAAA rating

$150

Per appliance per household.

Dishwashers

Lithgow City Council

Four star WELS or AAAAA rating

$150

Per appliance per household.

Coal Fired Heater

Lithgow City Council

Fixed electric heater with thermostatic
controls
Fixed flued gas heater
Reverse-cycle air condition
Ducted gas central heating

$1,000
$1,400
(pensioners)
$2,000
(Commercial)

Must be a ratepayer in urban area of Lithgow, Portland,
Wallerawang or the villages using a coal heater to heat
home or business.

Replacement of old polluting heater with
cleaner form of heating

$500
$700 (pensioners
or health benefits
card holder)

•

Purchase and installation of ultra low-emission
wood heaters (1 gram of particles per kg of
wood burt and thermal efficienty of 65% or
greater), subject to Council discretion.

$350

Only available to pension or health benefits card holders
with no access to reticulated gas (ie.e gas reticulation does
not pass within a reasonable distance of the building).

New vehicle fitted with LPG

$2,000

Must be fitted to a vehicle less than 3.5 tonne GVM
registered for private or family use during manufacture or
after manufacture but before first registration.
Scheme ends 30 June 2014.

LPG Conversion

$1,000

Must be fitted to a vehicle less than 3.5 tonne GVM
registered for private or family use that you are the
registered owner of the vehicle and provide proof that you
paid for the parts and conversion.
Scheme ends 30 June 2014.

Wood Heater

What types of chemicals can I dispose of?
At CleanOut events household quantities
of the following items, up to a maximum of
20 litres or 20 kilograms of a singular item
will be accepted:
From your home
•
Solvents and household cleaners
•
Floor care products
•
Ammonia based cleaners
•
Fluorescent globes and tubes

energy efficiency measures that will save both
money and energy. The monies saved on
electricity bills will be set aside in the revolving
energy cost savings fund and invested into
energy saving initiatives that will save even more
energy and money.
Centroc staff will measure Council’s energy
use and provide advice on how much energy and
money Lithgow City Council saves as part of the
program.
Users of the Ashley Grandstand changerooms
at the Tony Luchetti Sportsground will soon
benefit from installation of a new gas boosted
solar hot water system and water efficiency
improvements thanks to a $28,585 grant
from the Commonwealth Government’s Local
Government Energy Efficiency Program (LGEEP).
LGEEP aims to support local councils to
install energy efficient solar or heat pump hot
water systems in their buildings and community
facilities.
Anyone who has used the grandstand showers
will know that the existing system is very old and
struggles to provide enough hot water during
the colder months. The new system is designed
to provide reliable, cheap and best of all,
environmentally sustainable hot water for many
years into the future.

LPG Gas Vehicle
Conversion

Federal

From your garage
•
Pain and paint related products
•
pesticides and herbicides

•

Site visits to advise applicant households on
appropriate alternative heating equipment and to
confirm the eligibility for cash incentives;
Old heaters must be disabled and recycled or
scrapped.

www.lithgow.nsw.gov.au

Mayor Statham at the Youth Week Event held at Lithgow Skatepark in
April.

Winter pruning of street trees

Ellen Delaboxca winner of the 2013 Inaugural Mother’s Day Shopfront Competition
Random Draw. pictured with her grand daughters and Maree and Renee Di Franco of
Bianca Villa where Ellen submitted her entry.

Giant Jumping Pillow

LMaintainng pavers and kerb and guttering.

Volunteers provide valuable assistance at our Libraries ,
Eskbank House Museum and Community Events. Contact
Council to find out how you can join our volunteer program.

